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                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 17th December 2021 
 

 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
The only place to start this newletter is with our fantastic Christmas and Nativity performances over the last two weeks. On 
Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th December the parents were treated to superb performances by Year 1 with their Christmas 
performance and Year 2 with their Nativity play. The children sang beautifully, remembered all their actions, lines and stage 
directions and delivered stunning performances. This was followed on Thursday this week with our Reception Nativity, in 
which we delivered a live stream, enabling all parents to watch from home. The children sang their hearts out, spoke their 
lines clearly and performed brilliantly. We are very proud of all the children who took part in these performances and we 
know you will feel the same. Thank you for your flexibility and support as we found the safest ways to host these 
performances. 
 
The children have been coming to the end of their topics for this term, and in Year 2 and Year 3 the topics ended with a 
bang! Year 3 had an exciting and fascinating Egyptian day delivered by ‘The History Squad’ for each class on Monday and 
Tuesday. The children were utterly absorbed and it really helped to bring the topic fully to life and have a ‘Wow’ finish. On 
Monday, Year 2 dressed as Romans and enaged in a range of exciting activities for the day. The children loved this day, 
and I especially enjoyed tasting the Roman biscuits! 
 
On Wednesday it was Christmas lunch day and Christmas craft afternoon. The children really enjoyed the festive 
atmosphere and especially the appearance of Father Christmas! They were very busy all afternoon making their Christmas 
crafts, with a wide array of creative skills on show. Thank you to all the parents who purchased their child’s items. This 
money will go towards educational resources in every year group across the school. 
 
Our balanced assembly programme is continuing with good momentum (albeit online) and this week we had a really 
interesting Hinduism assembly delivered by Hinduism Education Services. The children found out many fascinating facts 
and the assembly was delivered in a lively, creative and memorable way. Our aim as always is to be a fully inclusive school, 
in which children can learn about a wide range of different belief systems. 
 
Thank you to FoRC for finding creative ways to raise money for the school this term. They have organised a Christmas 
raffle, which was very well supported, and an after school outside event yesterday, which included a Christmas craft stall 
and carol singing by the school choir. The children did themselves proud as they treated us to a range of classic and modern 
carols. A special thank you to Mrs Lipp for orgnaising the choir. 
 
I know many of you are waiting to read our latest Ofsted report that took place in mid November. We have still not received 
the final draft, and we may now have to wait until January. I will let you all know when we can share the final report with 
you. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you for your fantastic support of our school over this term. It has been a really successful and 
challenging term at the same time, and your continual support and flexibility is always really appreciated. Thank you also 
for the many emails you have sent across this term thanking the staff and school – please know that every one of these is 
passed onto the revelant staff and hugely appreciated and valued. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry Christmas, and an enjoyable and safe Christmas break. 

 
Kind regards 

 

Kristen Fawcett    

             
Headteacher 



  
    

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egyptian Day 
Year 3 had a great time on Egyptian Day. We learnt about the first pharaohs of Ancient Egypt, built 
pyramids, wrote on papyrus using reed pens and made shabtis to guard the tombs of pharaohs all while 
dressed as Ancient Egyptians. Thank you to The History Squad for a brilliant day! 

 

                       
  

                                     

Roman Day 
Year 2 had a brilliant time on Roman Day. The children had the opportunity to dress up as a Roman person 
and undertake several activities including, baking honey Roman biscuits, learning latin and creating a 
mosaic picture. 
                       

             
 

                                     

School Dinners 
Please remember that school dinners cost 
£2.20 per day. Payment for school dinners 
can be made via ParentMail. Meal choices 
must be made at least 3 days in advance.  
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Homework Champions 

 

Harry         IJBBL 

Evie            IJBBL 

Ethan        IJBBL 

Emily         IJBBL 

Elsie         1NDEP 

Arthur     1NDEP 

Dylan          2LA 

William       2LA 

Leopold       2JN 

Alice           3EC 

Alexander  3EC 

Raquel       3EC 

Caitlin       3EC 

Jen           3NM 

Alex           3NM 

Joseph        3NM 

Lucy           4RS 

Emily         4RS 

Teddy        4RS 

Felix          4RS 

  

Maja              4LR 

Ben                4LR 

Ethan            4LR 

Charlie          5CM 

Milly              5CM 

Jessica           5CM 

Sritan            5CM 

Jack               6SA 

Macey C         6SA 

Eliot               6SA 

Martin           6SA 

William         6SA 

Max               6EW 

Luc                6EW 

Isabelle         6EW 

Aiden            6EW 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gymnastics Competition 

Congratulations to Matthew in Year 5 who competed in a Gymnastics competition last weekend.  
Matthew was the only boy participating at level 5 (the hardest level) and won gold in all three areas. 
Matthew showed resilience and self belief by landing his front flip on the second and final go instead 
of going for an easier back handspring. Well done! 

 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 

 
 
Dates for your diary 2021/22 
 
End of Term 1b  Friday 17th December @ 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 2a Tuesday 4th January 2022 
 
End of Term 2a Friday 18th February 2022 
 
Start of Term 2b Monday 28th February 2022 
 
Additional Bank Holiday (children not in         Friday 25th March 2022 
School)  
 
End of Term 2b Friday 8th April 2022 @ 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 3a Monday 25th April 2022 
 
May Bank Holiday (children not in school) Monday 2nd May 2022 
 
End of Term 3a Friday 27th May 2022 
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 6th June  2022 
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 7th June 2022 
 
End of Term 3b Wednesday 20th July 2022 @1.30pm 
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Thursday 21st July 2022 

Guidance for Parents 

Marvel Age-By-Age Guide 
Common Sense Media 

Not sure when to introduce your kid to your favourite superhero? Check out our Marvel 
Age-By-Age guide to help you find the action movies best suited for your kid's 
age and stage 

Get the guide  

. 
Information from CEOP  

 

Advice for parents and carers 

Lots of us will continue to rely on technology over the winter break, for entertainment and keeping in 

touch with friends and family.  

You can share the following articles to help parents and carers keep their children safer online:  

1. A parent's guide to privacy settings 

2. Gaming: what parents and carers need to know 

What is the Internet of Things (IoT)? 
 

https://click.commonsense-email.org/?qs=6a9f28045b795aa449894d4f5bb95549241265612612c0bde07fc3f38659bbb72ad9c4510fbc4390c452b1d445b21bd61541bb69d8813d496630376c6537e62c
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=75880de601&e=829d28cfd3
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f579faf9cc&e=829d28cfd3
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=5c963da541&e=829d28cfd3


  
    

 
 

 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
Local Community News 

 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendations.  
 
 
Please click on link below for Carbon Cutters December Newsletter: 
 

ACC Eco-Action News December 2021 
 
 
                                    
   
Oxfordshire Libraries is delighted to tell you about two exciting free projects for your pupils. 
  
Creative Writing Competition 
Inspiring new writing, stories and voices from around Oxfordshire 
Competition dates: Monday 6th December 2021 – Sunday 27th February 2022 

 

 
The competition aims to inspire writers to tell their own original story and so is a great 
opportunity to discover unique writing voices. This year, children aged 7-11 are invited to 
write a short story (up to 3000 words). Other categories are for 12-17 year olds and 18+.  
  
The winner of each category will see their entries published as an eBook, to be made 
available to members of Oxfordshire Libraries to read and borrow in 2022. You can see last 
year’s winners here: https://oxfordshire.overdrive.com/collection/1210418 
  
Full terms and conditions, as well as instructions on how to submit entries, can be found on 
the Oxfordshire Libraries website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://sway.office.com/o6Zrll6SJZ5sHy2X?ref=Link
https://oxfordshire.overdrive.com/collection/1210418
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition
Oxfordshire Libraries eBook short story competition 2022


  
    

 
 

 
 

 
Reading Challenge 
We’d also like to share with you details of The Reading Agency’s Winter Mini Challenge, a 
follow-up to their Summer Reading Challenge, which many of your children will have 
enjoyed. Once again, they are in partnership with the World Wide Fund for Nature.  
  
Challenge dates: Wednesday 1st December 2021 - Sunday 16th January 2022 
 

 
  
To take part in the challenge, children simply choose a reading goal, choose any number of 
books, eBooks and audiobooks, then rate and review them online.  
Books added to the website during the six-week Mini Challenge period will count towards 
unlocking rewards including a virtual badge and certificate.  The website will also feature 
games, reading activities and book reviews. 
  
More information can be found at www.wintermini.org.uk  
 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk/

