
Coronavirus Catch Up Funding strategy (primary) 

1. Summary information 

School: Rush Common School 

Academic Year 2021 – 2022  

Catch up funding 2021-2022 £30,960 

Carry forward from 2020-2021 £17,000 

Total catch up funding budget £47,960 

Total number of pupils 387 

Date/s for internal review of this strategy June 2022 

 

2. Current attainment   

By the end of the last academic year, it became clear that attainment in writing had been particularly negatively impacted by Covid-19, and it 

has shown to be the subject that has required most support for pupils to ‘catch up’. 

In the current Year 1 cohort in July 2021 71% achieved the ELG in writing. This was the lowest strand in EYFs profile. 

In the current Year 2 cohort in July 2021 63% achieved the EXS in writing. 

In the current Year 3 cohort in July 2021 66% achieved the EXS in writing. 

In the current Year 4 cohort in July 2021 62% achieved the EXS in writing. 

In the current Year 5 cohort in July 2021 58% achieved the EXS in writing. 

In the current Year 6 cohort in July 2021 67% achieved the EXS in writing. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



3. Identified gaps/barriers to ensure pupils move back on trajectory 

Academic barriers (issues to be addressed in school, such as poor oral language skills, slip in phonics development, drop in 

maths skills in Shape, for example)) 

A.  There has been a drop in writing skills across the whole school 

B.  During the lockdowns, there was a lack of extended writing practice and regular feedback to ensure standards of writing 

could be maintained over time. 

C.  The school has found that there is more support required for pupils to ‘catch up’ in writing, compared to the quick gains 

that can be made (and were made) last year in Reading and Maths 

Additional barriers (including issues which also require action beyond school, such as low attendance rates) 

D.  Mental health and wellbeing of a number of pupils across the school 

Intended outcomes (specific outcomes and how they will be measured) 

A.  The percentage of pupils achieving the expected standard in writing to increase in each year group 

B.  Pupils demonstrate accurate and high-quality extended pieces of writing across the school 

 C.  The progress made by lower attaining pupils is comparable (if not better) than their peers. 

 

4. Planned expenditure  

A Academic year 21/22 

The three headings enable you to demonstrate how you are using the Catch Up Funding to improve classroom learning, provide 

targeted support and support whole school strategies 

i. Quality of teaching for all 



Action Intended 

outcome 

What is the evidence and 

rationale for this choice? 

How will you ensure it is 

implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 

review 

implementation? 
A phonics scheme to be 

purchased with all associated 

resources, phonics decodable 

books and training provided. 

A, C When pupils have a strong understanding 

of phonics, this positively impacts on 

writing.  

We will ensure the chosen scheme comes 

with substantial training to ensure that it is 

implemented consistently and rigorously 

across all groups.  

Leah Kendry Nov 2022 

Teaching assistant grammar 

training for supporting pupils 

with writing 

A, B, C It was established that support for 

children by teaching assistants could be 

enhanced through more detailed 

understanding of grammar and how to 

apply this when working with children. 

Teaching assistants to apply learning from 

the training when working with children. 

Leadership review of how practice has 

changed as a result. 

Leah Kendry June 2022 

Teaching and Learning 

resources for core subjects 

purchased for all year groups 

according to the needs of pupils. 

A, B, C 

 

 

Improved quality of provision and 

resources in core subjects to improve 

outcomes. 

Monitoring to be used to understand the 

effective implementation of new resources 

and share best practice. 

Leah Kendry  Half termly 

Science Resources purchased  Improved 

resources for 

scientific 

enquiry 

Improved opportunities for pupils to 

develop Scientific skills. 

Science staff meeting to discuss best 

practice. 

Science lead monitoring the use of 

resources across the school. 

Emma Walton Half termly 

Total budgeted cost £17,295 

ii. Targeted support 

Action Intended 

outcome 

What is the evidence and 

rationale for this choice? 

How will you ensure it is 

implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 

review 

implementation? 
Additional teacher 3.5 days per 

week targeted support. 

A, B, C Additional teacher can offer high quality 

support to targeted pupils. 

Specific pupils will be chosen to receive 

targeted support and this will be reviewed 

and changed as required. 

Assessments analysed for impact. 

Kristen Fawcett Dec 2021 



Additional T.A. 5 days a week. A, B, C Additional targeted support across the 

school. 

Targeted support to be reviewed and 

changed as required 

Leah Kendry Jan 2022 

Additional SEN T.A. one 

morning a week, to support SEN 

pupils. 

C To ensure targeted SEN pupils receive 

support to address the negative impact of 

Covid-19. 

Monitor support provided Michelle 

Ainscough 

Dec 2021 

Chromebooks purchased for 

specific pupils to remove 

barriers to writing. 

C Some pupils require a Chromebook to be 

able to demonstrate their writing skills 

effectively. 

Class teacher to evaluate the effectiveness 

of this strategy on pupil’s writing, and report 

back to leadership team. 

Leah Kendry Half termly 

Total budgeted cost £30,540 

iii. Other approaches 

Action Intended 

outcome 

What is the evidence and 

rationale for this choice? 

How will you ensure it is 

implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 

review 

implementation? Individual staff CPD in social 

stories and language 

development for Autism 

To improve 

effectiveness of 

support for 

pupils with 

complex needs. 

To increase knowledge of staff who 

support specific pupils with complex 

needs. 

Staff to implement strategies and report 

back on the effectiveness of their use. 

Michelle 

Ainscough 

March 2022 

Total budgeted cost £125 

5. Additional detail (including accessing National Tutoring Programme/other sources of support for pupil learning) 
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