Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 5th November 2021

Dream, Aspire, Succeed
Dear Parents/carers
The last newsletter was on the day of the Cross Country event at Tilsley Park, and so I shall start this one with news
of the incredible success of the team. All the pupils involved represented our school impeccably and demonstrated
the confidence, belief and competitive spirit to do their very best. We brought back two first place trophies on the day
(the Year 5/6 girls and Year 5/6 boys). Also, a special mention to Macey in Year 6 who won her race, coming ahead
of 63 other competitors! It was a pleasure to be there and see all the children enjoying the competition. Thank you to
Mrs Barnes who organised our team brilliantly.
In the week before half term our first educational field trip took place this year, with Year 2 visiting Chedworth Roman
Villa. Due to Covid-19, it was the first school trip for this cohort of children, and it was a fantastic and memorable
experience for them all. Thank you to the Year 2 team for making this such an enjoyable and safe day.
Also before half term, Reception had a Superhero ‘Wow’ Day, in which they all dressed up as superheroes and took
a closer look at some real-life super heroes. It was a really fun day for the children, and they were especially excited
with the visit from the Fire Brigade! Thank you to all the parents who supported this day with costumes.
Thank you to all the families that sent children in with food for the Abingdon Foodbank. The response was
spectacular, and I actually made the trip to the foodbank myself (with an almost entirely full car!). They were delighted
with the donation; it came to a whopping 300kg, and was one of the biggest donations of the season. This will really
make a difference to the many families that rely on this service.
On the last day of the half term, children came to school wearing a red item to ‘Show a Red Card to Racism’. We
raised approximately £300, half of which will be sent to the racism charity and half will be used on school resources
to support diversity, equality and inclusion. Thank you for supporting this important event.
On Wednesday this week, Year 3 had a superb experience in meeting Emma Carroll, the author of the class text
they are studying (Secrets of a Sun King). It was an in depth analysis of her craft and research in writing the book,
with many fantastic questions being asked by our pupils. There is also a valuable enrichment experience for our Year
6 children today, as they have a virtual visit to the national archives, to explore a range of artefacts linked to World
War 2.
We are excited to be starting up school parliament again this half term, and children will be carrying our elections in
their classes to be nominated for this important role. There will also be a letter sent to all parents next week outlining
our approach to parent voice.
Finally, I would like to thank all the parents who purchased books from the book fair for their children. This raised an
incredible £833.90 for the school to spend on books, which is gratefully achieved.
I hope everyone has an enjoyable and safe weekend ahead.
Kind regards
Kristen Fawcett
Headteacher
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Gymnastics
Congratulations to Abigail in Year 4 who competed
in the IGA National Level 9 Gymnastic competition
in Milton Keynes. Abigail won gold in the Floor,
Bar and Beam events. Well done!

School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners cost
£2.20 per day. Payment for school dinners
can be made via ParentMail. Meal choices
must be made at least 3 days in advance.

Guidance for Parents
Parenting Smart (Place2Be)
The children's mental health charity, Place2Be, has launched a new website aimed at helping parents with
typical situations they can find themselves in with their children.
Advice can be found on over forty topics including:


Understanding sibling rivalry



My child is lying, what does it mean, what should I do?



My child has trouble going to sleep



My child says ‘I hate you!’



Cultural identity: who am I?
The Parenting Smart website can found here: https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
Follow the TALK checklist to help keep your child safe online (Internet Watch Foundation)
The Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) tells us that 'since the start of the pandemic, the amount of ‘selfgenerated’ child abuse imagery has increased dramatically. In 2020, the IWF confirmed 68,000 cases of such
imagery, a rise of 77% on the year before. It accounts for nearly half (44%) the imagery we took action on
last year. In 80% of these cases, the victims were 11- to 13-year-old girls.'
The IWF has created a resource to help parents and carers understand the risks of 'self-generated child
sexual abuse imagery' using the acronym 'TALK'.
TALK to your child about online sexual abuse. Start the conversation – and listen to their concerns.
AGREE ground rules about the way you use technology as a family.
LEARN about the platforms and apps your child loves. Take an interest in their online life.
KNOW how to use tools, apps and settings that can help to keep your child safe online.
To find out more, go to: https://talk.iwf.org.uk/
Digital Family Agreement
A digital family agreement is one way in which parents can strike up conversations with their children and
agree online boundaries, such as time, phones at the table etc. This sets clear rules for the child and when
broken, they will understand that there can be consequences.

London Grid for Learning have put together a new digital family agreement which you can send out to
parents, link HERE.
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Dates for your diary 2021/22
Year 6 Steam Museum Trip

Wednesday 24th November

End of Term 1b

Friday 17th December @ 1.30pm

Start of Term 2a

Tuesday 4th January 2022

End of Term 2a

Friday 18th February 2022

Start of Term 2b

Monday 21st February 2022

Additional Bank Holiday (children not in
School)

Friday 25th March 2022

End of Term 2b

Friday 8th April 2022 @ 1.30pm

Start of Term 3a

Monday 25th April 2022

May Bank Holiday (children not in school)

Monday 2nd May 2022

End of Term 3a

Friday 27th May 2022

Inset Day (Children Not in School)

Monday 6th June 2022

Start of Term 3b

Tuesday 7th June 2022

End of Term 3b

Wednesday 20th July 2022 @1.30pm

Inset Day (Children Not in School)

Thursday 21st July 2022

Local Community News
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendations.

Cleal’s Wheels toddler classes will be launching in Wootton on November 3rd at the
Ladygrove Community Centre.
There will be two classes for children aged 0-2 and 2-5. Classes will include balance games,
activities and lots of fun challenges as well as introducing your child to balance bikes! To get
booked on please visit the website below or email Nathan.
All parents will be entitled to a 20% discount on any bookings if booked before November
12th using discount code ‘ABINGDONSCHOOLS20’
www.clealswheels.co.uk
Nathan@clealswheels.co.uk

