Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 16th July 2021

Dream, Aspire, Succeed
Dear Parents/Carers
As we come to the end of an extraordinary year at Rush Common , I would like to start this newsletter by thanking you all for your
fantastic support of our school. As a staff team we have expended every ounce of effort in doing the best for our pupils in a
disrupted year, and the amount of positive parent feedback received over the last week has been greatly appreciated. It has been
a year in which we have all had to adapt, but this has not stopped us continuing to achieve great things for our pupils and o ur
school.
In the previous newsletter I mentioned that we had a monitoring visit organised by the Abingdon Learning Trust. We have now
received the report from this visit, and it is hugely complimentary of our school. Below are some excerpts taken directly from the
report.
‘…pupils have been challenged to reach high standards since their return (from lockdown). This has meant that the negative impact
of the lockdown is not obviously apparent. In fact, the best compliment I can pay the leaders of this school, is that Rush Common
looks like a school that has been open throughout’
‘Teacher led discussion around texts in classrooms is high quality and designed to inspire thought as well as engagement.’
‘Teachers ensure high standards and all pupils seen and questioned through the pupil voice aspect of the visit, appear to relish
this challenge, as they know they are learning new knowledge and remembering it well’
‘Throughout the school pupils are encouraged to attempt new skills and have bought into the idea that making mistakes is part of
the learning process and nothing to be afraid of’
‘Rush Common pupils appear to be being very well prepared for the next stages in their development. Secondary schools will
benefit from the high-quality preparation these pupils receive at RushCommon and from the attitudes to learning that are being
embedded in all classes.’
On Wednesday, pupils in Reception toYear 5 enjoyed ‘move up’ day and ended the afternoon really looking forward to next year
after getting to know their new class teacher and teaching assistants. This transition day is an important date in the calendar and
we thank you for your flexibility, particularly with drop off and pick up. We also hope you enjoyed reading your child’s report from
this year – thank you for all the feedback forms that have been handed back into school.
On Monday I had the pleasure of drawing the winning raffle tickets for our grand draw this year. A huge thank you to everyone
who purchased tickets, and congratulations to all the winners. Thank you also to FoRC who organised the raffle and the fine array
of prizes. I am delighted to share that this event raised over £1,200 for the school. A fantastic effort all round!
Our Year 6 pupils are nearly at the end of their Rush Common Journey and are very excited about the leavers party later today.
There is also going to be a leavers assembly on Tuesday for the rest of the school to celebrate this wonderful group of children.
For Year 6 parents, I sincerely hope you enjoy the Year 6 production that is available to view on Google classroom, and the tear
jerking song towards the end of the performance! It can be an emotional time, but I hope the dominant feelings are both excitement
of moving on and pride for all that has been achieved at Rush Common School.
At the beginning of next week, all parents will receive a communication regarding plans for next year, based on updated Covid-19
government guidance. This will hopefully allow you to go into the summer holiday with clarity on some of the practical aspects of
next year, such as drop off and pick up from school.
For now, I would like to wish you an enjoyable, safe and sunny weekend.
Kind regards
Kristen Fawcett
Headteacher
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Year 6 Production
The time is fast approaching to say goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 pupils who have been incredible and
have achieved so much! They have been busy working on their end of year production, ‘Shakespeare
Rocks’ this term, which has now been shared with the families. We are very proud of all of them and hope
they are able to enjoy the memories for many years to come.

Year 2 Enrichment Day
The children thoroughly enjoyed the activities on their enrichment Nature Day. They took
part in mini beast hunting and pond dipping, using the magnifiers to observe closely what
was in the pond. They also measured lengths of daisies, leaves and the circumference of
tree trunks. They wrote nature acrostic poems, made natural art pictures influenced by
Andy Goldsworthy and butterfly feeders.

Yippee !!
Congratulations to Elizabeth in
Year 1 who passed her Grade 1
Piano Exam with distinction. Well
done!

Judo is back

After School Judo club should be back in
September, however why not get back into it or try it
for the first time with our Summer Course, follow the
link below:
https://www.oxfordshirejudo.com/summer-course

School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners now cost £2.20 per day.
Payment for school dinners can be made via ParentMail. Meal
choices must be made at least three days in advance. Please
remember to make your choices ahead of the return in
September.
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Dates for your diary 2021
End of Term 3b

Wednesday 21st July @ 1.25pm Reception/KS1 and
1.40pm KS2

Inset Day (children not in school)

Thursday 22 nd July

Local Community News
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendations.

