
 

  

Addendum 2:  

Updated COVID-19 arrangements for 

safeguarding and child protection at Rush 

Common School.  

  

May 2020 

Updated Jan 2021  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Changes to Safeguarding Arrangements  

From 4th January 2021 parents were asked to keep their children at home, wherever 

possible, and for schools to remain open only for those children of workers critical to 

the COVID-19 response - who absolutely need to attend. 

 

Schools and all childcare providers were asked to provide care for a limited number of 

children - children who are vulnerable, and children whose parents are critical to the 

COVID-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home. 

 

This updated addendum to the Safeguarding and Child Protection policy reflects the 

move to remote education for most pupils. 

The principles remain the same:  

 the best interests of children must always continue to come first for those 

children who remain in school and for the majority of pupils who are learning 

remotely at home 

 if any staff member has a safeguarding concern about any child they 

should continue to act and act immediately  

 a DSL or deputy should be available on-site, but if not available in person to 

be contacted via phone or online video  

 it is essential that unsuitable people are not allowed to enter the children’s 

workforce and/or gain access to children  

  children should continue to be protected when they are online 

 

All staff and volunteers must be aware of any new amendments and have read and 

understand the expectations on them. These are outlined below:  

• Staff and volunteers need to be aware that they may identify new safeguarding 

concerns about individual children as they see them in person, or during live 

lessons, or from communications with the child, parent or other professionals 

following national school closures. All staff and volunteers must follow normal 

safeguarding procedures, acting promptly without delay. 

• If staff and volunteers have any concerns about a child, including new concerns, 

they must speak directly to the DSL (Michelle Ainscough) or Deputy DSLs 

(Kristen Fawcett, Leah Kendry, Emma Putt, Syka Akram) acting immediately 

on any safeguarding concerns, without delay. The incident or concern must 

then be recorded on CPOMS. This must be logged by 4pm on the day the 

concern is raised. In the unlikely event that a member of staff cannot access 

their CPOMS from home, they should email the Designated Safeguarding Lead 

or Headteacher. This will ensure that the concern is received.  

• There will be a DSL or DDSL on school site every day.   

• All staff who interact with children, including online learning, continue to look 

out for signs a child may be at risk. Any such concerns should be dealt with as 

per the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and where appropriate 



referrals should still be made to children’s social care (MASH) and as required, 

the police. The DSL must be notified of any such referrals. 

• Rush Common School has a separate Remote Learning policy which outlines 

expectations and safeguarding measures. Remote education will include live 

sessions, recorded material and time for pupils to complete tasks and 

assignments independently. Leah Kendry (Deputy Headteacher) has 

responsibility for the quality and delivery of remote education.  The remote 

education lead liaises with the DSL as needed. 

• Class teachers, DSL and DDSL will check if vulnerable children are able to 

access remote education, support them to access it (as far as possible) and to 

regularly check if they are doing so for example, pupils regularly signing-in to 

remote learning, therefore staff can readily check engagement 

• The DSL (and Deputy DSLs) will have adequate time to support staff and 

children regarding new concerns (and referrals as appropriate).  

• The DSL and DDSLs will ensure relevant safeguarding and welfare information 

held on all children remains accurate. This will be held on CPOMS.  Keeping 

Children Safe in Education (2019) remains in force as does the Prevent Duty.  

• Children for whom on-site provision is being provided should be recorded in line 

with the normal school attendance requirements. Shielding advice is currently 

in place in tier 4 areas, and so all children still deemed clinically extremely 

vulnerable are advised not to attend school. 

• Our Peer on peer abuse policy remains the same however, during the closure 

a revised process may be required for managing any report of such abuse and 

supporting victims. Where a school receives a report of peer on peer abuse, 

they will follow the principles as set out in part 5 of KCSIE and of those outlined 

within of the Child Protection Policy. The school will listen and work with the 

young person, parents/carers and any multi-agency partner required to ensure 

the safety and security of that young person.  Concerns and actions must be 

recorded on CPOMS and appropriate referrals made. 

• Staff and volunteers should continue to report any concerns they may have 

about a staff member or volunteer who may pose a safeguarding risk to children 

to the Headteacher (the principles in part 4 of KCSIE will continue to support 

how Rush Common School responds to any such concerns). Concerns around 

the Headteacher should be directed to the Chair of Governors.  

• School will continue to protect vulnerable children (those with a social worker, 

an EHCP in place or those who school are aware of or become aware of 

needing additional support and those pupils not physically attending school). 

Vulnerable pupils are actively encouraged to attend school and provision put in 

place to meet any specific needs.  

• For pupils not physically attending school, class teachers and DSL/DDSL will 

remain in contact with pupils and their families via emails (and phone calls as 

necessary). Home learning will continue to be in place. In addition, staff will 

continue to support online safeguarding strategies and guidance. If a pupil or 

parent shares concerns about online safety these concerns must be dealt with 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2


promptly and the DSL/DDSL informed. School will do all they 'reasonably' can 

to ensure children at home are safe online  
• School will continue to respond to and cascade any updated advice received 

from the local safeguarding partners. DSLs (or deputies) will lead the school ’s 

input into the local arrangements.  

• School and the DSL will respond to any updated advice received from local 

authorities regarding children with education, health and care (EHC) plans, the 

local authority designated officer and children’s social care, reporting 

mechanisms, referral thresholds and children in need   

• School will continue to work with and support children’s social workers, the local 

authority virtual school head for looked-after and previously looked-after 

children and any other relevant safeguarding and welfare partners. The DSL will 

continue to engage with social workers, and attend all multi-agency meetings, 

which can be done remotely.  

• There is an expectation that vulnerable children and those pupils who have a 

social worker will attend school, so long as they do not have underlying health 

conditions that put them at increased risk. In circumstances where a parent 

does not want to bring their child to school, and their child is considered 

vulnerable, the social worker and DSL will explore the reasons for this directly 

with the parent. 

• Social workers will be notified (by the DSL) about vulnerable children who need 

to self-isolate to agree the best way to maintain contact and offer support to the 

vulnerable child or young person.  

 

Michelle Ainscough (DSL) 26th May 2020  

Updated 11th January 2021  

  

  

  


