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Changes to Safeguarding Arrangements 

(As more children return to school from 1st June 2020) 

 

The DFE update on 20th May 2020 includes further guidance on the need to adapt 

the Safeguarding policies of schools to take into account more children returning to 

school. 

It reminds us that the principles remain the same: 

 the best interests of children must always continue to come first 
 if anyone in school has a safeguarding concern about any child they should 

continue to act and act immediately 
 a DSL or deputy should be available  
 it is essential that unsuitable people are not allowed to enter the children’s 

workforce and/or gain access to children 
 children should continue to be protected when they are online 

 

All staff and volunteers must be aware of any new amendments and have read and 

understand the expectations on them. These are outlined below: 

• Staff and volunteers need to be aware that they may identify new 
safeguarding concerns about individual children as they see them in person 
following partial school closures. All staff and volunteers must follow normal 
safeguarding procedures, acting promptly without delay. 

• If staff and volunteers have any concerns about a child, including new 
concerns where children are returning, they must speak directly to the DSL 
(Michelle Ainscough) or Deputy DSLs (Kristen Fawcett, Leah Kendry, Emma 
Putt, Syka Akram) acting immediately on any safeguarding concerns, without 
delay. 

• There will be a DSL or DDSL on school site every day.  

• The DSL (and Deputy DSLs) will have adequate time to support staff and 
children regarding new concerns (and referrals as appropriate) as more 
children return. 

• The DSL and DDSLs will ensure relevant safeguarding and welfare 
information held on all children (including returning children) remains 
accurate. School (led by the DSL or DDSLs) will do all they reasonably can to 
ask parents and carers to advise them of any changes regarding welfare, 
health and wellbeing that they should be aware of before a child returns. 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019) remains in force as does the 
Prevent Duty. 

 

• Our Peer on peer abuse policy remains the same and staff need to be aware 
of how to manage any report of such abuse and how to support victims (the 



principles as set out in part 5 of KCSIE should continue to inform any revised 
approach). 

• Staff and volunteers should continue to report any concerns they may have 
about a staff member or volunteer who may pose a safeguarding risk to 
children to the Headteacher (the principles in part 4 of KCSIE will continue to 
support how Rush Common School responds to any such concerns) 

• School will continue to protect vulnerable children (those with a social worker, 
an EHCP in place or those who school are aware of or become aware of 
needing additional support and those pupils not physically attending school). 
Vulnerable pupils are actively encouraged to attend school and provision put 
in place to meet any specific needs. 

• For pupils not physically attending school, class teachers and DSL/DDSL will 
remain in contact with pupils and their families via emails (and phone calls as 
necessary). Home learning will continue to be in place. In addition staff will 
continue to support online safeguarding strategies and guidance. If a pupil or 
parent shares concerns about online safety these concerns must be dealt with 
promptly and the DSL/DDSL informed. School will do all they 'reasonably' can 
to ensure children at home are safe online 

• School will continue to respond to and cascade any updated advice received 
from the local safeguarding partners. DSLs (or deputies) will lead the school ’s 
input into the local arrangements. 

• School and the DSL will respond to any updated advice received from local 
authorities regarding children with education, health and care (EHC) plans, 
the local authority designated officer and children’s social care, reporting 
mechanisms, referral thresholds and children in need 

• School will continue to work with and support children’s social workers, the 
local authority virtual school head for looked-after and previously looked-after 
children and any other relevant safeguarding and welfare partners 

 

Michelle Ainscough (DSL) 26th May 2020 
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