Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 29th November 2019

Dream, Aspire, Succeed
Dear Parents/Carers
I would like to start by sharing a fantastic experience enjoyed by some of our Year 4 pupils. On Tuesday, they visited Oxford
High School to attend a demonstration and workshop on the Peking Opera. This was a rare opportunity to see highly
talented, professional Chinese actors and musicians demonstrating the highly complex artistic and musical elements of
Peking Opera. It was utterly inspiring for our pupils who will be giving two performances in the New Year. They will be
receiving specialist teaching in making masks and creating a performance to wow the audience.
Our choir have also been very busy in the last two weeks. Firstly, some of them visited All Saints Church to provide a
singing treat for their ‘Thursday Friendship’ group. They have also attended ‘The Big Sing’ at Oxford Town Hall with nine
other schools. They performed superbly, incorporating bucket drumming into their rendition of ‘Little Drummer Boy’. All nine
schools joined together to sing ‘Feliz Navidad’ and the combination of such talented singing and the acoustics of the Oxford
Town Hall, provided a breathtaking performance.
Everyone in school has been excited by our Wildlife Project ; we have had cameras set up in our grounds to capture wildlife
throughout the day and night. In assembly today we watched the video clips of all the animals that were caught on camera
– squirrels and foxes featured heavily alongside a number of domestic cats! If you wish to view these video clips please
click here. A big thank you to George Audas who kindly compiled this for us.
Year 6 have had a very exciting two weeks. As well as carrying out important assessments in preparation for SATs later in
the year, they have enjoyed Cycle Training with Bikeability, dissecting a lamb’s heart in Science and visiting the Steam
Museum dressed as evacuees as part of their WW2 topic. It was a fantastic day out, which truly enriched the topic and
further developed pupils’ understanding of a fascinating and terrifying time period. Well done to all pupils who participated
in the Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge and congratulations to the eight pupils in Year 6 who achieved a top 10%
score and are now eligible to compete in the online Oxford Computing Challenge in early March.
Year 6 have not been the only year group immersing themseleves in History; Year 5 had their Victorian day today. They all
came into school dressed in costume from the time period and experienced the full extent of Victorian schooling, including
the terrifying threat of the cane or shame of the dunce hat! A number of different activities were provided throughout the
day that further developed their understanding of the time period.
This Monday was Anti-Bullying Day in school, in which everyone came to school dressed in odd socks. There was also an
assembly towards the end of the day, in which the definition of bullying was discussed and stratgeies provided for children
if bullying were to occur. Yesterday, this year’s Anti-Bullying Ambassasors attended their training, learning how to carry out
their role and we are sure they will do this admirably.
It is a busy time of year for fundraising. Our recent non-uniform day and the Bring and Buy sale for children in Need raised
over £500. Our school parliament, who organised the event are proud of their efforts in helping children less fortunate than
themselves. FoRC also recently organised a non-school uniform day for Tombola donations and tonight is the eagerly
anticipated FoRC Christmas bazaar. Children across the school have been making products to sell and I am sure a
significant amount of money will be raised. Thank you in advance for the support shown for this important event in the FoRC
calendar.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for all the many ways you have shown your support to our school.

Yours sincerely,
Kristen Fawcett
Acting Headteacher
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School News
Year 6 Steam Musuem Trip
Year 6 had a fantastic day out at the Steam Museum on Friday 22nd November. They experienced what
life might have been like during the war and the different sounds and noises associated with it. They
pretended to act as evacuees travelling on a train with a billeting officer to safer destinations. The adults
took part whole heartedly too. They acted out in role, selecting which evacuees would be most useful to
them and their trade, all doing their bit for the war effort. It was an educational and memorable visit for all.
Thank you to all the parent helpers who accompanied us and joined in with the dressing up and acting.

Year 2 Science – Abingdon School
Year 2 have been learning about Animals and their Habitats. To help further develop their knowledge in
this topic they visited the Yang Centre at Abingdon School where they were shown a variety of animals,
including musk turtles, crayfish and a chameleon! Thank you to everyone at Abingdon School for this
wonderful experience.

Year 6 Science
Year 6 have been learning about the circulatory system as part of their Science topic, “Humans, including
Animals”. Mr Whitworth, from Abingdon School, kindly came into school to provide indepth knowledge
about the heart and its functions. The children observed him dissecting a lamb’s heart and learnt about the
function of the different arteries and vessels.

Peking Opera
A group of our Year 4 pupils enjoyed
attending a workshop on the Peking Opera.
It gave them a rare opportunity to see highly
talented, professional Chinese actors and
musicians demonstrating the artistic and
musical elements of Peking Opera. Our
pupils have taken inspiration from the event
and will be recreating the essence of Peking
Opera in two performances in the New Year.

Big Sing
Some members of the choir went to the Big Christmas
Sing in the Oxford Town Hall this week to sing
Christmas songs with a massed schools choir. The
choir also sang as an individual group. They sang
"Carol of the Drum" with some of the choir children
accompanying on bucket drums. The children sang
beautifully with confidence and enthusiasm.

Tag Rugby
Well done to our Tag Rugby team who recently
competed in the Vale competion, playing some
great rugby with excellent passing and team
work. They finished 2nd in their group and went
through to the quarter finals. They had an end
to end game against Charlton, but
unfortunately lost 11-9. Great effort by
everyone!

Swimming Gala
Well done to our four swimming teams who competed in
the Abingdon Schools gala. The boys’ green and yellow
teams finished 3rd and 4th out of thirteen teams with wins
from Joel in backstroke and Oscar in front crawl. The girls’
green team finished 1st out of fourteen teams with wins
from Ella in front crawl and Alice in butterfly, they also
won both relays. The girls’ yellow team finished in the top
half of the table with a very respectable 7th place overall.
Congratulations to the three of the teams who have
qualified through to the Vale finals in April 2020. There
was fantastic swimming by everyone and a great team
spirit with them all cheering each other along. Thank you
to the parents for bringing them to the competition.

.

Children in Need
Thank you to everyone who supported our
fundraising for Children in Need. With the nonschool uniform day and the Bring and Buy sale
we raised over £500!

School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners now
cost £2.20 per day. Payment for school
dinners can be made via our online payment
system, Parent Mail. If you are having any
problems please contact the school office.

Homework Champions
Alfie
Megan
Alex
Vincent
Iris
Ben
Macie
Mason
Sam
Vidharth
Maia
Korben
Milly
Max
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Sanvihaa
Macy
Reeve
Aimee
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Olivia
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Sebastian
Aimee
Sam
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Alfie
Kitty
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6SA
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FoRC Christmas Bazaar

I am very excited being part of the Christmas Bazar this year, I will be there to offer festive
Christmas photoshoot for children and families.
I will be offering 2 options to choose from:
1. Digital-only - a high quality professionally edited image sent by email for £10
2. Digital + Print - same as option 1 with high-quality 8"x10" image for £20
You can check my work at:
https://www.anna-photo.co.uk/ and https://www.facebook.com/annaPhotosOxford/
So bring your jumpers or Christmas outfits and capture those memories.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year :)

Dates for your diary 2019/20
FoRC Christmas Bazaar

Friday 29th November 5pm -7pm

Animal Habitats Workshop 2CG

Tuesday 3rd December

Flu Vaccination (FS to Year 6)

Wednesday 4th December

Year 3 Ufton Court Trip

Thursday 5th December

Foundation Stage Nativity Performance

Wednesday 11th December @ 2.00pm

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 13th December

KS1 Nativity Performance

Monday 16th December @ 2.00pm and Tuesday 17th
December @ 9.30am and 5.30pm

School Christmas Dinner Day

Wednesday 18th December

End of Term 1b

Thursday 19th December @ 1.30pm

Start of Term 2a

Monday 6th January 2020

FS and KS1 Phonics Evening

Wednesday 15th January 2020

FoRC Bingo Night

Friday 7th February 2020

End of Term 2a

Friday 14th February 2020

Start of Term 2b

Monday 24th February 2020

Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court

Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th March 2020

Foundation Stage Party

Tuesday 31st March (timings tbc)

FoRC Spring Disco

Thursday 2nd April (timings tbc)

End of Term 2b

Friday 3rd April 2020 @ 1.30pm

Start of Term 3a

Monday 20th April 2020

May Bank Holiday (children not in school)

Friday 8th May 2020

End of Term 3a

Friday 22nd May 2020

Start of Term 3b

Monday 1st June 2020

Year 6 ‘Call of The Wild’ Residential

Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July 2020

Inset Day (children not in school)

Friday 3rd July 2020

End of Term 3b

Friday 17th July 2020 @ 1.30pm

Inset Day (children not in school)

Monday 20 th July 2020

Inset Day (children not in school)

Tuesday 21 st July 2020

Local Community News
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendations.

Wanted - exam invigilators!
Fitzharrys and John Mason Secondary Schools are looking to recruit new exam invigilators
to their teams. The work is on a casual basis depending upon your availability and the exam
timetable throughout the school year. The salary is at Grade 4/Point 4/£9.55 per hour.
Applications will be processed on arrival and interviews and appointments considered
thereafter. If you are interested in occasional work then an application pack is available on
both schools' websites or via recruitment@abingdonlearningtrust or directly from the exam
manager IHale@fitzharrys.oxon.sch.uk

