
Special Educational 
Needs and Disability 

(SEND) at Rush Common 
School

Michelle Ainscough



SEND Information Report

u At Rush Common School we believe that each pupil has individual and 
unique needs.  

u However, some pupils require more support than others. If these pupils 
are to achieve their full potential, we must recognise this and plan 
accordingly.  

u We acknowledge that a proportion of pupils will have special educational 
needs at some time in their school career.  Many of these pupils may 
require help throughout their time in school, whilst others may need a little 
extra support for a short period to help overcome more temporary needs.

u Rush Common School aims to provide all pupils with strategies for 
dealing with their needs in a supportive environment, and to give them 
meaningful access to the National Curriculum. 



Additional and different needs
u Rush Common School provides for children and young people with a 

wide range of special educational needs including those with: 
u Communication and interaction needs; 
u this includes children who have speech language and communication 

difficulties including autistic spectrum conditions. 
u Cognition and Learning needs; 
u this includes children who have learning difficulties and specific learning          

difficulties like dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia. 
u Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs;
u this includes behaviour reflecting underlying mental health difficulties 

(e.g. anxiety, depression), attention deficit disorder (ADD), attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), attachment disorder.

u Sensory and/or Physical needs; 
u this includes children who have visual or hearing needs, or a physical 

disability that affects their learning 



u We are a mainstream school with just under 400 
pupils on roll and 42 pupils with Special 
Educational Needs or Disability (SEND) 
approximately 10% of the school population.  

u In additional we have 4 pupils with an Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) in place which is 1% 
of the school population and 9% of the SEND 
pupils.



Points of contact
Good communication between parents/carers and staff is 
essential so that they can share their knowledge and 
expertise about their child. 
u Parents are always welcome to visit the school to discuss 

any concerns about their child with the class teacher, at a 
mutually agreed time. 

u A child’s class teacher is the first point of contact. They 
monitor the progress of each child and liaise with key 
staff about interventions needed

u Rush Common School have a Head of Pupil Support 
and Welfare, Michelle Ainscough, who is also the 
special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCo).

u She can be contacted on: 01235 533583 
(senco@rushcommonschool.org)

mailto:senco@rushcommonschool.org


Identifying pupils with SEND

u The school uses Oxfordshire County Council’s 
guidance ‘Identifying and supporting Special 
Educational Needs in Oxfordshire schools and 
settings’. 

u The guidance sets out: 
u How we identify if a child or young person has a 

special educational need. 
u How we assess children and plan for their special 

educational needs, and how we adapt our 
teaching. 



SEN Need
u The majority of pupils with SEND will have their needs met in a mainstream setting 

and will not need an EHCP.  These pupils are classed as SEN Need.

u Many children with complex needs have these identified very early.  

u For other children difficulties may only become evident as they grow and develop 
and as they learn and interact in new and different environments.

u For many learners who are not making expected progress the precise area of need 
is not clear from the outset. Some pupils will have needs that span more than one 
area.

u Once a concern has been raised about a pupil the teacher will start to collect 
evidence and section C of the OCC SEN Guidance will be completed.

u Teacher and SENCo will then look at more detailed descriptors for each area of 
need (i.e. Communication and Interaction)



Resources



The Local offer

u Staff and parents can refer to the Local Offer for 
more details about services and for the most up to 
date contact information.

u The Oxfordshire County Council Local Offer for 
Children with SEN and disabilities can be found at:

u https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/taxonomy/term
/278

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/taxonomy/term/278


Education, Health and care Plans (EHCP)
u A small number of children will require an Education, Health and 

Care (EHC) needs assessment in order for the local authority to 
decide whether it is necessary to set out the support that will help 
them achieve the best outcomes.  This is usually where needs are 
complex or severe and progress is not being made despite 
individually tailored support.   The written record of the special 
provision that must be put in place for the child or young person is 
called an EHC Plan.

u A request for an education, health and care needs assessment is 
most likely to be made by school but can be requested by a parent 
or a young person aged 16 to 25.  



Difference between SEN Need and an 
EHCPu

u The difference between SEN Support and an EHCP reflects the 
increasing complexity of multi-agency involvement. This is in terms of:

u the number of professionals involved and the frequency and longevity of 
the involvement

u the time required by staff across education, health and/or care for 
liaison/meetings/planning/reviews/training

u the complexity of integrating the recommendations from a range of 
professionals into a coherent outcomes focused plan across education, 
health and/or care

u The frequency/duration and longevity of a child/young person requiring a 
specialist support/intervention.



SHIFT

u Are an informal support group that welcomes 
parents and carers of any child with SEND (with or 
without a diagnosis)

u Meet in the Barns Café in Abingdon.
u Meet weekly
u Contact: www.shift-Abingdon.org.uk
u Facebook group- search “Shift Abingdon”

http://www.shift-abingdon.org.uk/


Oxfordshire Family Support Network

u OXFSN https://www.oxfsn.org.uk/ Oxfordshire Family Support Network 
(OxFSN) is a not-for-profit organisation run by and for family carers of people 
with learning disabilities – both children and adults.

https://www.oxfsn.org.uk/


Update from Oxfordshire Parent Carer 
Forum

u Following a very successful year since the Local Authority 
Inspection, Oxfordshire now has a fully functioning Parent 
Carers Forum. It is still in its fledgling stage, but is growing 
all the time.

Parent Carers Forum have been asked by several parents to 
specifically raise awareness, of the huge challenges faced by 
families where the child concerned has complex health needs. 
These families are finding it exceptionally difficult to access 
the support they need.



Any questions?


