Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 14th September 2018
Our School Value: Honesty

“The first step towards greatness is to be honest.”
Proverb
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome to the first proper newsletter of the academic year and a very warm welcome to all those parents and children
new to the school. I am pleased to say that our Foundation Stage children have settled in extremely well and it has been
lovely visiting the children in their new classrooms and garden. There has been a fantastic buzz about the place. The
Foundation Stage team have all been as amazing as usual and have worked hard to ensure the transition to ‘big’ school
for our youngest pupils has gone very well.
I am pleased to say that we have had a very positive and exciting start to the new school year. Pupils and staff have returned
refreshed and excited about the year ahead. The whole school Virtual Reality experience was a great way to kick off our
topic of The Oceans and it was very well received – I knew the moment each class went under the sea for the first time, as
the noise from the Base was tremendous! Developing these innovative opportunities to enhance the learning for your
children is something I feel we do really well; by engaging and motivating we will continue to raise standards right across
the school and build on the achievements of last year.
As detailed in my staffing letter in July, we have also welcomed Mr Kristen Fawcett, Deputy Head, Mrs Jenny Neal Year 5
class teacher and Mrs Stephanie Harries, Year 5 trainee teacher, to our school. I am sure you will join me in welcoming
them. I am also delighted to announce that Mrs Jo Haggas has been elected as the Chair of the Rush Common Board of
Governors. I look forward to working with her and the Board in the coming academic year.
We will be holding a ‘Vision, Values and Initial Parents Evening’ on Tuesday 25th September. This is an opportunity to
share some of our successes from last year with you and explain our focus for the year ahead. FS and KS1 parents are
invited to attend at 6pm in the hall, and KS2 parents from 6.30pm please. Following this, there will be an opportunity
to meet with your child’s new teaching team to hear about all the exciting events planned for the year ahead and to ask any
general questions. From 7pm members of the school’s leadership team and teaching staff will be available in the hall for
you to meet. The Friends of Rush Common, FORC, will also be present as they are holding their AGM at 7.30pm for a
7.45pm start in the Base. All are very welcome to attend this meeting. At Rush Common, we strongly believe that the
partnership between home and school is vital to moving the school forward and enabling every child to reach their potential,
so I very much hope you will be able to join us.
You will see the wonderful new security gates and fencing which has been installed during the holidays. The safety of
children and staff is our highest priority and I am asking each of you to fully support us in ensuring the following:

Entry and exit of the school site should always be via the main school entrance off Hendred Way or the Norman Avenue
gate. No child or adult should access the school site via the staff car parks.

The car parks are for staff and visitors only. Please do not walk across either of them (even on your own), as this
encourages the children to think they can use them too.

The safety policy regarding the Adventure Playground requires that children can only climb on or use the equipment
when supervised by properly insured staff. Please ensure that your children stay off the playground equipment
at the start and end of the school day (this includes pre-school siblings).

Abingdon Learning Trust is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England and Wales. Company No. 7931886
Registered Office: Rush Common School, Hendred Way, Abingdon. OX14 2AW

Parking

Please park legally in front of the school and do not use the school entrance as a turning circle.

Please pay due consideration to the local residents and their properties/driveways when travelling to and from the
school.
Finally, I look forward to working with you all in the coming weeks and months. You will see me out on the playground most
days, so please do come and say hello! I greatly appreciate your continued support and I trust that we will all have a
successful and enjoyable year.
Yours sincerely,
Jacquie Stevenson
Headteacher

School News
50th Birthday Party
At the end of last term the school celebrated its 50th Birthday. Thank you to everyone who helped make it
such a wonderful day. Three mosaic panels, representing the children’s love of learning; the 50th birthday
of the school and the school’s place in the world, were designed and created by the children with the help of
local artist, Mrs Clare Goodall. The eldest child and the youngest child in the school unveiled the panels to
the cheers of the rest of the school. Staff, pupils and guests then enjoyed a picnic followed by various fun
activites on the field.

Rush Common’s Got Talent
Thank you to all staff and pupils who took part in last term’s Rush Common’s Got Talent event. Congratulations
to the group from 3LR who took first prize with a very entertaining comedy act. Well done to Ava in 1LA who
came in second place and Ben and Corbin from FSLM who were the third place winners. Our thanks to our
judges – Rush Common Governors Mr and Mrs Lean.

Virtual Reality Experience
Years 1 - 6 started the new school year with an adventure under
the sea! Each year group had the opportunity to immerse
themselves in our new school-wide topic of Oceans through a
virtual reality Google expedition. There was a definite buzz around
with all of our new explorers.
“I liked all the different scenes that you could see like the dolphins,
coral and sealions. It made me feel like a was actually there myself”.
Year 6 pupil

Author Visit

A big thank you to authors Adam and Charlotte Guillain
who paid our KS1 pupils a visit this week. It was a great
event enjoyed by everyone. We received a lovely email
from Adam and Charlotte thanking us and praising the
hard work of the staff and children.
“Reading for pleasure is something you clearly do
really well. You have created a wonderful community
of readers”. Adam and Charlotte Guillain

Loomstallation – Blue Skye Thinking charity

The Blue Skye Thinking charity are on a
mission to use their record breaking
loombands to build an interactive art
installation, made up of twisting and
turning cogs, at the John Radcliffe
Children’s Hospital. The Loomstallation
will make the hospital a place where
children can play and allow their
imaginations to rocket sky high. The
charity need help in the form of
sponsorship for the cogs. The school are
sponsoring a Rush Common Epic cog and
the staff will be sponsoring a Rush
Common Staff Medium cog. We
wondered if any parents would like to
donate towards a Rush Common Parents’
cog. The size of this cog would depend on
the donations received. If you would like
to donate please email the office
(office@rushcommonschool.org) in the
first instance and donations can be
handed in at reception
Please see https://loomstallation.com/ for
more information.

School Games Award
We are delighted to announce that we, Rush Common
school, have achieved the School Games Gold Mark
Award for the 2017/18 academic year. The School
Games Mark is a Government led award scheme
launched in 2012, facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust to
reward schools for their commitment to the development
of competition across their school and into the community,
and we are delighted to have been recognised for our
success. As part of our application, we were asked to fulfil
criteria in the areas of participation, competition,
workforce and clubs, and we are pleased that the hard
work of everyone at our school has been rewarded this
year.

Online Payment System
The school’s online payment system,
Parent Mail, is now up and running. Can
we please ask that school dinners, BASC
sessions and all school activities / trips are
now paid for via the Parent Mail system.
School uniform can still be paid for in cash
/ cheque until October half term. After this
time we aim to be a cashless school and
all payments will be online. If you have any
problems with online payments please
contact the school office. Thank you for
your support.

School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners now
cost £2.15 per day. The total cost for Term
1a is £66.65.
Can we please ask that payment for
school dinners via our online payment
system, Parent Mail. If you are having any
problems please contact the school office.

Drop Off Box
In the mornings and after school the school office
can get quite busy. If you are just dropping off a
form or reply slip you can deposit this in the black
post box on the wall by the main door. If
envelopes contain money we would ask that this
is handed in directly to the office staff. Thank
you.

Achievements

Well done to Chloe is year 4 who has
competed in a ‘Combined Training
Competition’. It is a monthly event that is
held from April-September and is a
combination of dressage and jumping
classes. In September the seasons points
are collated and the Championship is
awarded.
Chloe won the championship award for
Class 1 – Dressage, and came in 2nd, 3rd
and 5th across the other class awards.
Congratulations Chloe, what a great
achievement!

Dates for your diary 2018 / 2019
Isle of Wight Residential Year 5

Wednesday 19th September – Friday 21st
September

Vision and Values Evening

Tuesday 25th September in the hall (FS & KS1
6.00pm and KS2 6.30pm )

FoRC AGM

Tuesday 25th September 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start
(in The Base)

Individual School Photos

Tuesday 2nd October

Inset Day (children not in school)

Friday 5th October

International Day of The Girl Child

Thursday 11th October

Ambitions Day

Thursday 18th October

End of Autumn Term 1a

Friday 19th October 3.00pm

Start of Autumn Term 1b

Monday 29th October

M&M production of ‘Peter Pan’
for school – sponsored by FoRC

Wednesday 14th November

FS Nativity Production

Week beginning 3rd December (date and time tbc)

KS1 Nativity Productions

Week beginning 10th December (dates and times
tbc)

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 14th December

End of Autumn Term 1b

Friday 21st December 1.30pm

Start of Spring Term 2a

Monday 7th January 2019

End of Spring Term 2a

Friday 15th February 2019 3.00pm

Local Community News
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendations.

