Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 29th June 2018
Our School Value: Inspiration

“However difficult life may seem, there is always something you can do and succeed at it.”
Stephen Hawking
Dear Parents/Carers
At the risk of repeating myself, it has been a very busy few weeks again. There is always so much to pack into the final few
weeks of the academic year and this year we have surpassed ourselves.
Last week, we held a wonderful Summer Concert. My thanks to Mrs Wallis and the team who organised this lovely event,
which was very well received. The standard of playing was exceptional and I know Mrs Wallis was very impressed by the
children’s abilities.
We had a successful FS and KS1 Sports Day, which was very much enjoyed by children and adults alike. As ever, it was
brilliantly organised by Mrs Barnes. I especially want to mention Year 6, who supported and encouraged the younger
children with real care and kindness.
Our thanks to Mr and Mrs Lipp for organising the Planetarium experience for the pupils over the last couple of days. This
was an opportunity for a spectacular journey through space and time resulting in real awe and wonder. ‘A pheneomenal
experience to travel into space and learn about the galaxy and stars!’ to quote Year 2.
Year 5 were invited to Fitzharrys on Thursday to be part of their Arts, Technology and Culture Celebration. The children
spent time in the Art, Technology and Music departments and had the opportunity to put together their very own dance
music compositions, as well as creating a “Moving Dinosaur”, fairy cakes and using art to make statements under the theme
of “A Manifesto for our Future”.
Our choir took part in the NAPE event, singing with real gusto. Hot on the heels of their phonics success, Year 1 had an
exciting day out to Sutton Courtenay Environmental Centre. I received feedback about how well behaved and respectful
the children were, which is always lovely to hear. Foundation Stage had a great time at Farmer Gows and again their
excellent behaviour was commented on.
This week, we’ve also hosted M and M Theatre productions in school for two performances of The Little Princess. It is
always a real joy to see the children’s expressions as they come into the hall, which has magically been transformed into a
theatre. The engagement and enjoyment levels are very high. It really is a wonderful experience for the children and we
are very grateful to FORC who enable us to do this type of enrichment activity.
As you are aware, this year the school will be celebrating its 50 th Birthday and we have lots of exciting activities planned for
the children during the day of Friday 20 th July. There will be an Open Afternoon on this day and we invite parents, carers
and family members to join us in school from 2pm until 3.30pm to visit their child’s classroom and see some of the work
they have been doing this term.
There will also be a display of school memorabilia in the Main Hall and Ramp area as well as an opportunity to buy a special
book created by the children about 50 years of Rush Common. “Take a Bow” Drama group will be performing on the
outdoor stage, behind the basketball hoops on the field, at 3pm and there will be an opportunity to buy refreshments.
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We hope you will able to join us on this special afternoon.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
Jacquie Stevenson
Headteacher

School News
FS & KS1 Sports Day
Foundation Stage and KS1 children enjoyed a bright sunny morning for their Sports Day last week. The
children participated in a wide range of events. All the children gave their best and by the end of the
morning Eagles and Falcons were equal first with 146 points. Falcons were third with 142 points and
Kites fourth with 136 points. A big thank you to the Year 6 pupils who helped with scoring and managing
the activities. Well done everyone!

Summer Concert
Well done to all the children who took part in the concert last
Thursday. The confidence shown by the children, even those who
had only been learning for a few weeks, was fantastic. The
performances were all very impressive and there is clearly a lot of
musical talent at Rush Common School. Thank you to the audience
as well for the generous contribution to the charity collection at the
concert. We raised over £65 for youthmusic.org.uk.

Rocket Making in Year 2
Year 2 were given a fantastic opportunity to work with Mr Scutt from John Mason School on Tuesday 19th
June. They worked collaboratively to design and launch their rockets using a water bottle, sparkling water,
cardboard, a tennis ball and an air pump. The children had great fun with this and learnt how different amounts
of water affected the height of the rocket. They also considered how the direction of the wind affected the
direction of the rocket.

NSPCC Big Buddies Workout
On the afternoon of Tuesday 19th June the children took part in the NSPCC's Big Buddies Workout.
Each year group completed a sponsored skip for a time period, with totals ranging from 700 to 7000
in the short time allocated! Each class were enthusiastic and showed great determination.

Choir at Dorchester Abbey
Well done to all the children who took part in the NAPE singing event at Dorchester Abbey
last week. Most of the songs were based on the theme of the sea with the children singing
songs such as Beyond the Sea, Sailing and Believe.

New FS Outside Learning Area
Thank you to the team at Sovereign who have done an amazing job at transforming our Foundation
Stage Outside Learning Area and to two of our FS parents who transformed the Mud Kitchen.

Gun-Free Game Apps and ThoughtProvoking Nonviolent Games for children
and young people (Common Sense Media)
The US-based Common Sense Media
organisation supports parents and their
children's use of the internet, social media and
gaming. They have searched through the
currently available apps, and come up with a
list of those that might be challenging and
exciting, but don't involve the use of guns or
violence.

Be water aware
Drowning is among the leading causes of
accidental death in the UK especially of
young people with around 60 youngsters
dying each year.
That’s why Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue
Service is giving children and young people
advice on how to Be Water Aware and stay

Gun-Free Game Apps (with some violence)
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/gun
-free-action-game-apps
Thought-Provoking
Nonviolent
Games
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/tho
ught-provoking-nonviolent-games-for-tweensand-teens

Volunteer Readers
We are very fortunate to have a dedicated team of
volunteer readers in school. Volunteer readers
have a positive impact on pupils’ reading ability and
confidence and self- esteem in general. It is a great
opportunity for parents, carers or grandparents to be
part of our school community. Pupil’s really benefit
from reading to an adult and we would like to
encourage as many parents as possible to join our
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering for
an hour a week or even an afternoon every two
weeks, we would really appreciate your
time. Please contact the school office for more
information.

safe. Please see following link for more
information:
http://oxme.info/cms/life/river-safety

Using Subject Access Request Form
Under the new General Data Protection
Regulation, or GDPR, individuals have the right
to ask organisations to confirm whether or not
these organisations hold and process their
Personal Data. To request what data the school
holds on your child can we please ask that you
complete
a
‘Subject
Access
Request
form’:Submit a Subject Access Request

BASC Parents/Carers
Polite reminder
Our school needs you!
Help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens
for the school library - and get £100 for
yourself! Just enter the competition online, it
only takes a minute: http://po.st/schools18

For the safety of our children, if your child
is not attending a pre-booked BASC
session, please inform a BASC member of
staff.
You
can
either
email
to
basc@rushcommonschool.org or text the
BASC mobile number. Thank you.

School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners now cost £2.10
per day. The total cost for Term 3b is £75.60.
A reminder that money for school dinners will only be
accepted on a Monday or the first day of term in an
envelope clearly marked ‘School Dinner Money’, with
your child’s name, class and days for which a school
dinner is required.This should be handed to the class
teacher.

Non Uniform day for Yeah Baby 10
There will be a free musical festival aimed at families taking place in Abingdon Market Square on
Saturday 7th July 2018. Its aim is to raise money and awareness for the following local charities:
Helen and Douglas House, Ronald McDonald House and The Amber Phillpott Trust.
In total, Yeah Baby has raised over £50k since it began 9 years ago in Abingdon. This year, for its
10th Anniversary they have set themselves a target of £10,0000 to raise for these vital local charities.
In support of this event we have agreed, along with other Abingdon schools, to hold a NON UNIFORM
DAY on Friday 6th July to help raise funds towards the £10k target the event is hoping to raise.
We would ask that children bring a £1 donation into school on the day which will be collected and
exchanged for a raffle ticket by one of the Yeah Baby team. These will be entered into the prize draw
with the winners being announced at the Yeah Baby festival on the 7th July.
At the festival as well as live music from lots of local bands, there will also be a BBQ, cake stall, face
painting and lots of other stalls. The Yeah Baby founders are all Abingdon based and all went to
school in Abingdon. All the charities supported are very close to their hearts and any support you
could give this year would be so very much appreciated.

Dates for your diary 2018 – Term 3b
Call of The Wild Residential Year 6

Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July

Non School Uniform Day
(in aid of ‘Yeah Baby 10’)

Friday 6th July

Year 5 Forensic Science Day

Wednesday 11th July

KS2 Sports Day

Friday 13th July 9.30am – 12.30pm @ Tilsley Park

*Move Up Day

Monday 16th July

Parents to collect from new classes
at end of day
Year 6 Performance

Tuesday 17th July @ 2.00pm and Thursday 19th July
@ 6.00pm

50th Birthday Party in School

Friday 20th July
Open afternoon from 2.00pm – 3.30pm

Rush Common’s Got Talent

Monday 23rd July

End of Summer Term 3b

Tuesday 24th July 1.30pm

Inset Day (children not in school)

Wednesday 25th July

*Date change from a previous newsletter

Dates for your diary 2018 / 2019
Inset Days (children not in school)

Tuesday 4th September and Wednesday 5th
September

Start of Autumn Term 1a

Thursday 6th September

Isle of Wight Residential Year 5

Wednesday 19th September – Friday 21st
September

Inset Day (children not in school)

Friday 5th October

End of Autumn Term 1a

Friday 19th October

Start of Autumn Term 1b

Monday 29th October

End of Autumn Term 1b

Friday 21st December

Start of Spring Term 2a

Monday 7th January 2019

End of Spring Term 2a

Friday 15th February 2019

Local Community News
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendations.

Yeah Baby 10
Yeah Baby is a free, family friendly music festival taking place in Abingdon Market Square on the 7th
July between 11-5pm. The festival is completely non-profit making and run by a team of local friends
who want to raise money for three local children charities - The Amber Phillpott Trust, Ronald
McDonald House and Helen and Douglas House.
This is the 10th year we have run the event, which has raised over £60,000 to date and we feel that
this is really worth celebrating so hope this year will be the best year yet! During the day there will be
lots of live music which we hope will appeal to everyone. This includes a set by Nick Cope
(musician/songwriter for young children and families) which we are very excited about as he is fab and
hugely popular!
Other attractions include face painting, body glitter/tattoos, bbq, bar, crafts, cakes and an exciting
balloon race and a Teddy Tombola! Every child who participates in the non-school uniform day will
automatically be entered into a raffle to win a prize which include, amongst others, some signed books
and photo’s from David Walliams. There will also be a little fringe event taking place in the courtyard of
Mostly Books when children’s author Tom Moorhouse will be running a session
during the day.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and a huge thank you from Fleur, Laura and Jane on behalf
of the Yeah Baby team for taking part in our event through the non school uniform day. We very much
hope to see you at our event on the 7th July.

From 14th July to 15th September children across Oxfordshire can join the Mischief Makers for the Summer
Reading Challenge 2018, celebrating the 80th anniversary of The Beano. They will explore a map of
Beanotown to find mysterious buried treasure and become ultimate mischief makers…Dennis, Gnasher and
friends will be there to help them have lots of fun and adventures along the way!
Children will be encouraged to read at least six library books of their choice over the summer holidays. As
they read they collect stickers (some smelly!) and solve clues. If they complete the Challenge to read six
books and find the Beanotown treasure they will be rewarded with a medal and certificate.
Our aim is to enable children to have fun reading, to give them free access to our wide range of titles over the
long summer holiday and to Go Bananas for Books! It’s fun! It’s free! It’s local!

