Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 27th April 2018
Our School Value: Encouragement

“The ones who are crazy enough to think that they can change the world are the ones who do.”
Steve Jobs

Dear Parents/Carers
I hope you all had a relaxing Easter break. The children have returned to school refreshed and ready to learn.
The weather has certainly kept us guessing over the last few weeks; the sunshine last week was much needed
and it was lovely to see all the happy smiling faces in school (staff included). I was also very relieved that the
sun shone for our whole school photograph on Thursday 19 th April. The children were brilliant and the
photographer commented on how well they all behaved. It was certainly a memorable experience, especially
for Year 6 at the top of the stand. We are expecting to have the finished photograph back very soon and will let
you know when it is available to buy. You may also like to take a look at our website, which has many new
photographs on it, as well as a brand new school tour, led by Jasper and Eliza in Year 3.
The children often take us by surprise with their maturity and understanding, never more so than last week
when, in the spirit of encouragement, I had asked them to nominate adults for Friday’s Celebration Assembly.
I received many nominations from the children. I looked around the room as I read them out during the
assembly, and I could see many members of staff wiping away a tear as they heard the children’s words. It
was also lovely watching the children’s faces as they realised the effect their words had on staff. I would like to
share with you these words from Keira in Year 6, which we all found particularly moving; “I am sorry to those
who didn’t get a special mention but you should know we are all grateful and thankful for you and I am sad to
say this is my last year here. Thank you all for giving me an amazing primary school to remember.”
School has been very busy with many sporting events, trips and visits. Year 5 had a wonderful time in London
on Monday at the Victoria and Albert Museum; Year 1 visited the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford and Year 2
enjoyed their visit to Chedworth. Year 6 visited Oxford to attend the Junior Citizen workshops which teaches
children how to keep safe in everyday life. Our footballers competed in the Year 4 Oxfordshire football finals
last week and showed great determination and sportsmanship. Well done! We are very proud of you.
I am pleased to be able to inform you that as of April 1 st, John Mason Secondary School officially joined Rush
Common as part of the Abingdon Learning Trust. I have been working closely with Mrs Brinkley from John
Mason and Mr Dennett from Fitzharrys for sometime now, and we are committed to offering the children in our
care the very best education. Miss Keep, a teacher in the English Department at John Mason, has been visiting
us this term to work with Year 6 in the run up to SATs. There are also plans for an art project across the three
schools. I am very pleased to announce that Ken Galloway and Dan Goddard from the John Mason Site
Management team will be working across both sites supporting us with site security and maintenance.
Next week, BBC Radio Oxford’s Lilley Mitchell Show will be “adopting” Rush Common for the week. Tune in to
her show each day at 2.35pm to hear the children speak about what they have been learning during the day.
Details of the timetable are below in this newsletter.
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Finally, as if all that wasn’t exciting enough, I am very pleased to be able to inform you that the school has been
successful in bidding for two government grants for major projects. We have received funding which will enable
us to replace the BASC building. Work will begin just before the end of Term 3b in order for the new building to
be ready in early September. It does mean that we will have to scale down our birthday party plans however,
but we will have a party to celebrate the official opening of the brand new BASC building in September. We
have also received funding to improve the security fencing and gates around the school. My thanks to Mrs
Bratt, Head of Business and Finance, for all her hard work in securing this funding for us.
Let’s hope for a lovely sunny weekend.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
Jacquie Stevenson
Headteacher

School News
Site Managers
As you are all aware we have been without a permanent Site Manager for some time. We
are very pleased to announce that Ken Galloway (Site Manager at John Mason School)
and Dan Goddard (Site Controller from John Mason School) have taken on some of the
duties for us here. You may see them around the school during drop off and pick up.

Year 1 Pitt Rivers Museum Trip
At the end of last term Year 1 visited the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford as part of their topic on Dinosaurs. The
children had the opportunity to view the fossil and dinosaur collection including a full size skeleton of a t-rex!
They also had the chance to view the museums other collections of animal and insect life. It was a very
enjoyable visit.

Year 2 Chedworth Roman Villa Trip
Last week Year 2 enjoyed the sunshine at Chedworth Roman Villa where they experienced how the Romans lived.
The children learned all about the lives of the wealthy Romans who lived at the villa and toured the remains of their
villa. They saw its amazing mosaic floor and bath house and learned about their interesting bathing habits! They
dressed as slaves and created a Roman 'medicine' out of herbs and spices. The children also had the opportunity
to handle a range of Roman arti

Year 5 Trip to the Victoria and Albert Museum

On Monday 23rd April, Year 5 visited the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London. They had the opportunity to explore some
of the amazing exhibits in the museum. Looking at clothing
through the ages was particularly interesting and everyone
was surprised at how many layers were worn by people in the
past! The building itself is very beautiful and everyone spent
lots of time craning their necks to look at the intricate patterns
in the architecture. The pupils also took part in a workshop
during which they learned about The Great Exhibition of 1851
and looked at some of the items that were on display there.

Virtual Reality in Year 4
“We visited the Borneo rainforest and swam with sharks today.”
Last week children in Year 4 have been learning about animal adaptations through a virtual reality expedition.
The children will use this experience to write a description of a rainforest setting.

Ducklings in Foundation Stage
Over the last few weeks, Foundation Stage have been learning all about the lifecycle of a duck. Five little
eggs arrived and we watched as they hatched and the ducklings grew bigger and bigger. The children
have been helping to look after them, giving them food and water, as well as teaching them how to swim!
The children have loved having them in the classroom and there have been many discussions about
ducks which has led to some brilliant writing!

BBC Radio Oxford – Lilley Michell Show
Please see below for timetable of which day each year group will be talking on the Lilley
Mitchell Show next week at 2.35pm.

Date
30/4
1/5
2/5
3/5
4/5

Year Group
Year 4
Year 3
Year 5
Year 6
Year 2

New School Tour
We have now uploaded a new School Tour on the school website. Thank you
to Eliza and Jasper in Year 3 for doing such a wonderful job a representing
the school so well. Please take a look by going to our website or please click
on the following link: https://rushcommonschool.org/our-school/school-tour/

WATER BOTTLES Now that the weather will hopefully be getting warmer, please could you ensure that all
children bring in a labelled water bottle each day. This needs to go home each evening to be washed, please.
Concentration levels and energy, particularly in the afternoon, are much improved if your child has access
to water whenever they feel thirsty. Can we also remind you that your child will need to have a hat to wear
outside and also please put a long lasting sun cream on before they come to school as we cannot apply
cream during school hours. This is a must in hotter, sunnier weather. Thank you.

REMINDER – PARKING AND OUR NEIGHBOURS We appreciate that parking is limited outside
school but can we please ask parents once again to park considerately and respect our
neighbours by not blocking driveways and turning round in the entrance outside of school. It has
also been noticed that parents are parking at the end of school driveway. Please refrain from
parking here as this blocks the view of traffic coming along Hendred Way for both drivers and
pedestrians. Thank you.

School Dinners
Please remember that school
dinners now cost £2.10 per
day. The total cost for Term 3a
is £60.90.
A reminder that money for
school dinners will only be
accepted on a Monday or the
first day of term in an envelope
clearly marked ‘School Dinner
Money’, with your child’s name,
class and days for which a
school dinner is required.This
should be handed to the class
teacher.

Cycling Volunteers

We urgently need volunteers to help with our Cycling
Training on Thursday Mornings between 9 – 11am on
the following days during May, June and July:
24/5, 7/6, 14/6, 21/6, 28/6 and 12/7.
If you are able to help please contact the school office
as soon as possible. Many thanks.

Achievements
Ballet Exam
Congratulations to Alban in Year 5 who has successfully
achieved a Merit in his ISTD Grade 2 Ballet exam he took
in March.

Homework Champions
Henry

1LA

Charis

1LA

Belle

1JB/KJ

Zoya
Kacper

4CM
4KW/LK

Summer

2SA

Izzy

5EW

Katie

2SA

Nehha

5EW

Florrie

2CG

Sandra

5LR

Florence

2CG

Aleesha

6BD

Mia

6EP

Nathaniel 3EF
Ethan

3LR

Dates for your diary 2018
Book Fair (in the hall)

Friday 27th April @ 3.00pm

Year 4 Four Kingdoms Trip

Wednesday 2nd May

May Day - School Closed

Monday 7th May

KS1 SATs Weeks

Tuesday 8th May – Friday 11th May
Monday 21st May – Friday 25th May

KS2 SATs Week

Monday 14th – Friday 18th May

Non School Uniform Day
(in aid of birthday celebrations)

Friday 25th May

End of Summer Term 3a

Friday 25th May 3.00pm

Inset Day (children not in school)

Monday 4th June

Start of Summer Term 3b

Tuesday 5th June

Year 1 Phonics Screening

Tuesday 12th – Thursday 14th June

Summer Concert

Thursday 21st June 6.00pm

KS1 Sports Day

Friday 22nd June

Call of The Wild Residential Year 6

Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July

*Move Up Day

Monday 16th July

KS2 Sports Day

Friday 13th July

50th Birthday Party in School

Friday 20th July

End of Summer Term 3b

Tuesday 24th July 1.30pm

Inset Day (children not in school)

Wednesday 25th July

*Date change from previous newsletter
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