Rush Common School Newsletter
Tuesday 6th March 2018
Our School Value: Co-operation

“I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we can do great things.”
Mother Teresa

Dear Parents/Carers
Two weeks ago, I was at the Oxfordshire Headteachers’ Conference in Stratford upon Avon with our two
Assistant Heads, Mrs Putt and Mrs Davies. It was a great opportunity to network with other Headteachers from
Oxfordshire and share ideas. We heard from speakers on the themes of outdoor learning, motivation and self
belief, resilience, growth mindset and children’s mental health. We were also extremely fortunate to hear a
speech from Derek Redmond, former Olympian, on the power of teamwork and communication. We all returned
feeling truly inspired about how we can further improve the learning experience we offer here at Rush Common.
This week, we have started work on our new Value of the month, Co-operation. Year 4 have already been
demonstrating this value whilst on their residential at Hooke Court. They participated in many activities and
were complimented on their perseverance and resilience by Hooke Court staff. Years 3 and 5 are working hard
on their performances which will take place this term. The singing has been terrific and I am looking forward to
seeing Year 3’s production of The Lucky Viking and Year 5’s production of Olivia.
Our children have been very busy on the competition front. Have a look at their achievements listed in the
newsletter below. My congratulations to Alex, Dominic, Annabel and Rosie who made up the teams taking part
in the Year 5 Maths Challenge last week. Rush Common Team 1 came in second place and Rush Common
Team 2 came sixth out of twenty two schools taking part, a great achievement. I would also like to say a special
mention to Dylan H, George C, Isaac W, Amelia W and Ella J who took part in the Oxford Gang Show during
half term. It involved four months of rehearsals resulting in six shows during half term. A real example of the
power of teamwork, dedication and co-operation.
Yesterday we held interviews for our new Deputy Headteacher. This position is not replacing a current member
of staff but filling the vacancy left by me when I became Headteacher. The School Parliament had an active
role in the process, interviewing each candidate with questions they had written themselves. The candidates
all commented on how challenging some of the questions were. We have had a lot of interest in the position
and I look forward to introducing you to our new Deputy Headteacher in due course
Thank you for your continued support and your patience last week during the snowy weather, hopefully Spring
is just around the corner.
Yours sincerely,

Jacquie Stevenson
Headteacher
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Registered Office: Rush Common School, Hendred Way, Abingdon. OX14 2AW

School News
‘What a Knight!’
During Term 2a, Year 4 produced the pantomime ‘What a Knight!’ which is based on the legend of
King Arthur. All of the children worked incredibly hard and made the entire year group
proud. They displayed Rush Common values of kindness, friendship, determination and cooperation. They worked hard, reflected on their performances, supported each other and had fun –
they are truly an inspiration!

Pottery Throw Down at Abingdon School
Four children from Year 5 were able to take part in a Pottery Throw Down at Abingdon School. It was a fantastic
opportunity for them to learn new techniques whilst working with clay and they were able to make their own clay
models and pots. Their models will now be placed in a kiln and then sent back to them ready to paint.

50th Birthday Poster Competition
The children took part in a poster competition to design a full page spread to publicise our upcoming 50th Birthday
Celebrations for Round and About magazine. Danielle R of Year 6 was judged as the winner, while Millie W and Mia
C (Y6) were runners-up. Hannah in Year 1 received a KS1 Commendation.

Rush Common’s 50th Birthday

Non School Uniform Days
We have two Non-School Uniform
days coming up on Wednesday 14th
March (was previously advertised as
Thursday 15th March) and Friday 25th
May. Both are in aid of our 50th
Birthday Celebrations.

We would like to contact former pupils who were at Rush
Common school during 1968-69 and invite them to take part
in our celebrations. They may be able to attend our party
and/or share their memories with the children. We also hope
they may have old school photographs which they would be
willing to share, along with school reports and other artefacts
relating to school which could form part of an exhibition about
Rush Common.
If you know of any former pupils from this era, or from later
years, who would be happy to help, share resources or take
part in our celebrations in any way, we would be grateful if
you could ask them to contact the school office for further
details.

Calling all Knitters!
School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners now cost
£2.10 per day. The total cost for Term 2b is £60.90.
A reminder that money for school dinners will only
be accepted on a Monday or the first day of term in
an envelope clearly marked ‘School Dinner Money’,
with your child’s name, class and days for which a
school dinner is required.This should be handed to
the class teacher.

We are keen to expand the number and range of
lunchtime clubs we offer and would like to start a
weekly sewing/knitting club for the children. This
would run for 30 minutes between 12pm-1pm on
a weekly basis. If you would be interested in
helping us with this club please contact the school
office for further details.

Bunting Needed!
We would also be grateful if you could offer us any
help to make bunting for the school’s birthday
party in July.
Please contact the schooloffice for further details.

Sending Payments into School
Can we please ask that when sending in cash and
cheques for payment of trips, lunches etc that it is
in a envelope clearly marked with your child’s
name and class and details of what the payment
is for. Many thanks.

Achievements
Design a Sleigh Competition
The retail motor group, Hartwell organised a ‘Design a Sleigh’ Competition for primary school
children. Grace T in Year 5 won the prize for the best design. The judge’s comment was, “She
displayed superb ideas and labelled her design thoroughly to show every aspect of the sleigh and
what it did. She had also considered the Eco friendliness of the sleigh too.” Well done, Grace!

Oxford Gang Show
Well done to Dylan, George and Ella J in Year 4, Isaac in Year 5 and Amelia in Year 6 who all took
part in the Oxford Gang Show last month. The event involved cubs, scouts and brownies from the
area. Prior to the show the children spent four months of rehearsing on Sunday afternoons, which they
all found hard work, but they persevered and showed commitment and reaped the benefits when they
put on six shows during February half term. They were exhausted but had a fantastic time and loved
the stage. They should all be very proud of their achievement.

Dates for your diary 2018
Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 6th March and Thursday 8th March

Class Photos (FS, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 & Y5)

Wednesday 7th March

Year 6 Steam Museum Trip

Wednesday 7th March

Class Photos (Year 6)

Thursday 8th March

Whole School Photo for 50th Birthday

Monday 12th March

Year 3 Production ‘Lucky Viking’

Tuesday 13th March at 1.45pm and Wednesday 14th
March at 6.00pm

Year 1 Natural History Museum Trip

Tuesday 13th March

Non School Uniform Day
(in aid of birthday celebrations)

Wednesday 14th March

*Rescheduled School Discos

Thursday 15th March

(Year 1-6)

Year 1 & 2 4.00pm – 5.30pm
Year 3 & 4 5.45pm – 7.00pm
Year 5 & 6 7.30pm – 9.00pm

Year 5 V&A Museum Trip

Friday 16th March

Year 5 Production ‘Olivia’

Wednesday 21st (Daytime and Evening
performance, timings tbc)

Year 3 Ufton Court Trip

Tuesday 27th March

Oxfordshire Cross Country Final

Tuesday 27th March (Tilsley Park)

End of Spring Term 2b

Thursday 29th March 1.30pm

Start of Summer Term 3a

Monday 16th April

Year 2 Chedworth Roman Villa Trip

Wednesday 18th April

Year 6 SATs Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 25th April (timings tbc)

May Day- School Closed

Monday 7th May

KS2 SATs Week

Monday 14th – Friday 18th May

Non School Uniform Day
(in aid of birthday celebrations)

Friday 25th May

End of Summer Term 3a

Friday 25th May 3.00pm

Inset Day (children not in school)

Monday 4th June

Start of Summer Term 3b

Tuesday 5th June

KS1 Sports Day

Friday 22nd June

Call of The Wild Residential Year 6

Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July

Move Up Day

Monday 2nd July (tbc)

KS2 Sports Day

Friday 13th July

50th Birthday Celebrations

Friday 20th July
Open Afternoon 2.30pm
Summer Fete 2.30pm -5pm

End of Summer Term 3b

Tuesday 24th July 1.30pm

Inset Day (children not in school)

Wednesday 25th July

Local Community News

