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Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 16th March 2018 
 

 
Our School Value: Co-operation 

 
                               

“Talent wins games but teamwork and intelligence wins championships.”  
Michael Jordan 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your patience during the recent spell of bad weather when I had to make 
the decision to close the school because of the snow and ice. It is never an easy decision to make but I do 
appreciate your understanding and kind comments. 
 
Many of you will have attended Parents’ Evenings last week. I hope you found them informative about how 
your child is progressing in their learning. As you know, we have an open door policy and if you would like 
more information about your child’s progress, do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 
 
It was lovely to see all the props the children brought in for World Book Day. They had put a great deal of 
thought into how they were going to represent their favourite books. The teaching staff commented on the 
quality of the class discussions. Feedback from children and parents (via Parent Reps) was mixed; many 
really enjoyed the challenge of creating a prop, while others missed the dressing up element. Just goes to 
show you can’t please everyone all of the time, but it’s good to try new things.   
 
Year 3 have shown tremendous co-operation this week with their wonderful production of The Lucky Viking.  
Every child contributed towards creating this brilliant show. It was fantastic to see the children’s confident, self 
assured performances, with some great comic timing as well!  My thanks to the teaching team in Year 3 who 
have put so much thought and effort into this amazing experience for the children. Next week is Year 5’s turn 
to shine with their production of Olivia. We are all looking forward to seeing it. 
 
I am pleased to announce that we have appointed Mr Kristen Fawcett as our new Deputy Head.  He will start 
his new role in September, and will be in school for a few days in the summer term getting to know everyone.    
I must thank all the members of the School Parliament who ran part of the selection process for us, 
interviewing the candidates with questions they had devised themselves.  All the candidates agreed that the 
questions were challenging and the School Parliament had been very professional throughout the process.  
Well done to all of them. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

Jacquie Stevenson  

Headteacher  
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Parking 
Please ensure when parking around the school that you park to ensure the safety of our children and 
pedestrians. Your car MUST NOT obstruct the school gates, pathways, verges or our neighbour’s driveways. 
THIS IS VERY DANGEROUS TO PEDESTRIANS AND DRIVERS. Many thanks in anticipation for your co-
operation. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

           School News             
 
 

Year 4 Hooke Court Trip 
Year 4 children recently spent three days at Hooke Court Residential Centre in Dorset, where they 
learnt about ‘Living off the Land’ and cooked a feast on an open fire for lunch. This included vegetable 
soup, smoked trout and soda bread using local produce and herbs. 
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1Billion Maths Trial 
We are very pleased to be working with 
Nottingham University as one of the schools 
trialling the 1Billion Maths app. Children in 
Year 1 are very excited to have started using 
it. 

 

Year 3 ‘Lucky Viking’ Performance 
Year 3 put on a fantastic production of ‘The Lucky Viking’. Leif the Lucky, one of the unluckiest Vikings in 
his home village in Greenland, decides to prove himself a successful explorer by finding the mythical new 
land spotted fifteen years before. However, the mischievous god Loki is determined to thwart their 
attempts. The production was a great success - many congratulations to all our performers and thank 
you to families for providing the super costumes! 
 

             

Tennis Taster Sessions 
Thank you to the Abingdon White Horse Tennis Centre 
who visited school last week to provide some tennis 
taster sessions with our KS1 children. The children all 
had a great time learning new skills. 

 

      
 

              



  
    

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Year 4 Football Tournament 
We entered two teams in the competition at 
Chandlings School this week. Both teams had 
three tough games in their groups but they showed 
great team work, putting in a huge amount of 
effort. Unfortunately, the Green team missed out 
on progressing from the group stages. 
Congratulations to the Yellow team who won their 
group games, progressing through to the finals 
and eventually finishing fourth place. They have 
qualified through to the Oxfordshire School 
Games finals in April. Well done to everyone who 
took part! 
 

 
 

Year 5&6 Netball Tournament    
Each of our two teams competed in three high 
intensity games within their groups and played 
some fantastic netball. They displayed the  Rush 
Common values throughout the tournament. The 
Green team finished fourth and the Yellow team 
finished second in their groups, just missing out 
on a place in the finals. Well done to everyone 
who took part, it was a great effort! 

 
 

 

 

World Book Day 
Thank you to everyone who took time to read their favourite stories to the children on World Book Day. 
Well done to all the children for the thought and effort they had put into their props. We all had a great 
day! 

 

   



  
    

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Dinners 
Please remember that school dinners now cost 
£2.10 per day. The total cost for Term 2b is £60.90.  
A reminder that money for school dinners will only 
be accepted on a Monday or the first day of term in 
an envelope clearly marked ‘School Dinner Money’, 
with your child’s name, class and days for which a 
school dinner is required.This should be handed to 
the class teacher.  

    
 
 

 

  

 

Xbox Fortnite 
Parents have asked for advice regarding the 
Xbox Live game, Fortnite. The game is rated 
as 13+ and is described as having persistent 
violence in a cartoon style. While the game 
doesn’t feature any swearing, its online 
nature could expose younger players to 
offensive language from random strangers in 
voice or on-screen chat. Parents should also 
be aware that a ‘free to play multiplayer 
mode’, called Battle Royale, supports up to 
100 players fighting against each other or in 
teams. Many primary children are playing this 
game and they play ‘live’, communicating via 
their headsets, if the chat function is on, 
anyone in the game can communicate with 
them (child or unknown adult). There is 
advice from the following associations: 
 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/game-
reviews/fortnite 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/p
arents-ultimate-guide-to-fortnite 

https://www.theguardian.com/games/2018/m
ar/07/fortnite-battle-royale-parents-guide-
video-game-multiplayer-shooter 

 

Rush Common’s 50th Birthday 
We would like to contact former pupils who were at Rush 
Common school during 1968-69 and invite them to take part 
in our celebrations. They may be able to attend our party 
and/or share their memories with the children. We also hope 
they may have old school photographs which they would be 
willing to share, along with school reports and other artefacts 
relating to school which could form part of an exhibition about 
Rush Common. 
If you know of any former pupils from this era, or from later 
years, who would be happy to help, share resources or take 
part in our celebrations in any way, we would be grateful if 
you could ask them to contact the school office for further 
details.   

 

 

Bunting Needed! 
We would also be grateful if you could offer 
us any  help to make bunting for the school’s 
birthday party in July. 
 
Please contact the office for further details. 
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Dates for your diary 2018                                                 
 
Year 5 Production ‘Olivia’ Wednesday 21st March - Performances at 9am and 

6pm 
 
Year 3 Ufton Court Trip Tuesday 27th March 
 
Oxfordshire Cross Country Final Tuesday 27th March (Tilsley Park) 
 
End of Spring Term 2b Thursday 29th March 1.30pm 
 
Start of Summer Term 3a Monday 16th April 
 
Year 2 Chedworth Roman Villa Trip Wednesday 18th April 
 

*Whole School Photo for 50th                     Thursday 19th April 
Birthday Celebrations – rearranged  
from 12th March 
 
Year 6 SATs Parents’ Evening Wednesday 25th April (timings tbc) 
 
May Day - School Closed Monday 7th May 
 
KS2 SATs Week                                    Monday 14th – Friday 18th May 
 
 

 

Homework Champions 

 

Ollie  1LA 

Isla  1LA 

Hope  1LA 

Andrew 1JB/KJ 

Krish  1JB/KJ 

Saisha 1JB/KJ 

Lizzie 1JB/KJ 

Katie 2SA 

Summer 2SA 

Harry 2CG 

Julia  2CG 

Maddie 2CG 

 

Joel     4KW/LK 

Dylan  4KW/LK 

Katie 4CM    

Teo  4CM 

Suzy  5EW 

Amelia 6EP 

Ava  6EP 

Emily 6BD 

Maelo 6BD 

Erin  6BD 

 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
Non School Uniform Day                        Friday 25th May 
(in aid of birthday celebrations) 
 
End of Summer Term 3a Friday 25th May 3.00pm 
 
Inset Day (children not in school) Monday 4th June 
 
Start of Summer Term 3b Tuesday 5th June 
 
KS1 Sports Day Friday 22nd June  
 
Call of The Wild Residential Year 6 Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July 
 
Move Up Day Monday 2nd July (tbc) 
 
KS2 Sports Day                                     Friday 13th July  
 
50th Birthday Celebrations Friday 20th July 
                                                                      Open Afternoon 2.30pm 
                                                                       
End of Summer Term 3b                            Tuesday 24th July 1.30pm 
 
Inset Day (children not in school) Wednesday 25th July 
 

 
 
 
Local Community News 
 

                                
                                   



  
    

 
 

 
 

               
 
 
 
 

                                       
                                       



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
                   

                          
 

 
                                                                    
                         
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                      

 


