Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 17th November 2017
Our School Value: Peace

“Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by understanding.”
Albert Einstein

Dear Parents/Carers
Our Remembrance Service last Friday was a very moving occasion. The children made us all feel
incredibly proud of them with their respectful and mature attitudes throughout the ceremony. Our thanks
to Mr Owen who gave up his time to come into school to play The Last Post and Reveille, which really
made the occasion extra special. One of our neighbours kindly emailed me to say she had watched the
service from afar and found it very moving. I hope you had a chance at the end of the day to see the
poppy wreaths and read the Remembrance Plaques the children had written.
Our huge thanks again to FORC for the amazing discos they organised last week for the pupils. I am
always very impressed by the care they put into these occasions and their superb organisational skills. I
would also like to thank FORC for bankrolling each year group’s Christmas Bazaar project as well as
funding the two performances of “Jack and the Beanstalk,” by M and M productions, which took place
this week. The children really enjoyed the show and it was lovely to hear their laughter and cries of “he’s
behind you!”. Without the support of FORC these enrichment events would be difficult to do, so a huge
thank you to everyone connected with FORC for their continued support of the school and the pupils in
it.
My thanks must also go to our School Parliament Ministers who gave up part of their lunchtime last
week to create posters and placards. They came into school early on Friday morning in order to stand
outside school with staff to remind parents to park safely and not on the zig zag lines outside school.
They did a terrific job and we will be repeating the School Parliament Patrol next term.
During half term, we had a new alarm bell fitted which will be used for a “sheltering drill”. This is a
lockdown procedure where everyone will congregate in one central place in school and all the doors to
the school will be locked. This is opposed to the “fire drill” where we evacuate the school and
congregate outside. We will be practising the sheltering drill with the children before the end of term.
Some exciting news to finish on, we now have a Facebook page (Rush Common School) and a
twitter account @rush_common, we will be updating these regularly with information and hope you
will “like” and “follow us”.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,

Jacquie Stevenson
Headteacher
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Remembrance Service

Sporting Achievement

Congratulations to Zac D, in 2SA,
who won 4 medals in his 4 events at
the annual Abingdon Gymnastics
Club Championships recently. Zac
won a gold in the Vault, a silver on
the Parallel Bars, a silver in the floor
event and a bronze in the rings
events. Well done Zac! A great
achievement.

New Parents Evening
We will be holding a New Parents Information
Evening on Tuesday 21st November at 6pm.
This will be an opportunity for parents of
children looking at admission in September
2018, to have a look around the school and
meet with the teaching staff and governors. If
you would be interested in attending or know
any parents currently looking for an Abingdon
school we would be grateful if you would pass
on the details of this meeting. Thank you.

Church Visit
Six children from Year 3 visited ‘The Fellowship’ at All Saints
Church on Thursday 16th November to share what they
have learnt as part of their Chinese Studies. The children
taught the group members how to count to 10 and then
tested them. This proved to be a hilarious activity. They also
demonstrated Chinese writing and provided a lot of
interesting facts about China.

School Dinners
A reminder that money for school dinners will
only be accepted on a Monday in an envelope
clearly marked ‘School Dinner Money’, with your
child’s name, class and days for which a school
dinner is required.This should be handed to the
class teacher. Please remember that school
dinners now cost £2.10 per day.

Following the retelling and acting out the Chinese version of
Cinderella – Ye Shen, the children had tea, biscuits whilst
chatting with the club members.

Reply Slips
We would be grateful if you could carefully check
reply/permission slips when returning them to
school and ensure they are completed correctly.
The slip may give you a “yes/no” option so
please make sure you have deleted the option
you do not require. Thank you.

Primary Admissions

Job Opportunities
We currently have vacancies for a Site Manager
/Caretaker and Lunchtime Supervisors. If you
are interested in the positions, or know
someone who may be, please see our website
for more information or contact the school office.
http://rushcommonschool.org/ourschool/recruitment-vacancies/

Children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August
2014 (inclusive) will be starting Reception from September
2018.
From 25 October 2017 applications can be
submitted for primary and infant schools. If you cannot
apply online, you can request a paper application form from
the School Admissions Team or the school office but you
will need to post the form off.
The deadline for receipt of primary school applications is 15
January 2018. If your application is late, it will be
processed later in the year, and you are far less likely to get
a place at one of your preferred schools.
Please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions to submit
your application online. If you apply online emails will be
sent confirming your offer place on 16 April 2018. Letters
will be sent by second class post on this day.
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Dates for your diary 2017 / 2018
New Parents (Sept 2018) Evening

Tuesday 21st November 6 – 7pm

Beep Beep! Day KS1

Wednesday 22nd November

Non-Uniform Day for FORC

Friday 24th November

Christmas Bazaar

Friday 1st December 5 - 7pm

Foundation Stage Nativity

Thursday 7th December 2 – 3pm

KS1 Nativity

Tuesday 12th, Wednesday 13th December 2-3pm,
and Thursday 14th December 6 - 7pm

Christmas Dinner

Friday 15th December

End of Autumn Term 1b

Tuesday 19th December 1.30pm

Spring Term 2a Starts

Thursday 4th January 2018

Bedtime Read for FS/KS1

Wednesday 17th January 2018

Hooke Court Residential Year 4

Monday 26th – Wednesday 28th February 2018
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