
Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for 
meaning 

What strategies would you use when you get stuck on a word 

What voice might the character use? 
How would the character say …? 

To understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas 
from texts and use quotation and reference to the text 

 

How old/big/heavy/strong etc. …? 
What is another name for …? 

Which word tells you about how big/small …? 
 

 
Who is telling the story? 

 

What makes (name of character) special? 
What do other people say about the character? 

 

Find a few words/ phrases/sentences that tell you about … (character, 
setting, atmosphere). 

 

What happened to…? 
What happened after …? 
Draw a timeline of events. 

 

 
What does (a particular word) mean? 

 



To deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 
 

What do you think this story is going to be about?  Were you right? 
How did (character’s) actions affect the outcome of the story? 

 

How does (character) feel at this point and what does it tell you about 
him/her? 

Why was …. sad/happy/surprised/excited? 
 

Do you remember what … did the first time?  In the light of what you know 
now, why do you think he felt so (angry/happy, etc.)? 

What did … enjoy/dislike/find surprising…?  Why? 
What did …. mean when s/he said …? 

What does (a particular phrase) mean? 
What does (a particular phrase) tell you about what … was 

thinking/feeling? 
 

What was … thinking when …? How do you know? 
What do you learn from …? 

 

What do these pages/paragraphs tell you about…? 
What is the main idea of this part of the poem/chapter/article? 

Find two examples to support your point of view. 
 

Why is … an appropriate title for this text? 

Give one of the effects of doing/not doing … Do you think …? 



Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and 
literary traditions. 

 

How would you describe this story?  (E.g. is it a traditional tale?) 
What type of text is this paragraph/page? 

What happened during …? 

Where do you think this poem/story is set?  What makes you think that? 
What difference does it make to how we read the story/poem? 

 

Have you noticed any things in common, such as themes or language? 
Have you read any other poems/stories by …? 

 

Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the 
overall effect of the text on the reader 

 

 
Which was the most exciting part of the story?  Explain why. 

Why did the writer choose (these words) to describe …? 
How effective is…? 

What impression does the writer give of …’s character?  What makes you 
feel this? 

Why did s/he explain …….. in this way? 
 

 
Why does the author begin with …?  How does this make you want to read 

on? 
How does the author make sure that you do …. before …? 

Has the writer got one clear viewpoint on …? How do you know? 
 



Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, 
including grammatical and presentational features at text level 

How are the beginning and ending similar? Why is this order of events 
significant? 

How does beginning this passage with a question make the reader want to 
read on?  

Why is the background in this piece a different colour? Why is the text 
arranged in this way? 

What s the purpose of the writing in the boxes/bold type/italic type 

Look at the way this poem is organised.  Are there any words that signpost 
change?  What effect does this change have?  

Why is there an exclamation mark/question mark/colon/bullet point  

How does the form of this poem suit the ideas it expresses?  
What is the effect of the change of rhyme scheme? 

Why has the writer used these repetitive structures? 
 Where does the writer give another point of view?  
How does s/he signal that s/he is going to do this? 

Is the use of direct speech here effective?  Why/why not? 

Why are there lines to the picture/photograph? 
What is the heading/sub heading for? 

How have the different parts of the text been made clear? 

How many paragraphs?  What connectives?  How are the topic sentences 
used? 

 Why is there a contents page/index/glossary? 



Explain and comment on the writers’ use of language, including 
grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level 

What effect has the author created? How? 
Find a metaphor that helps you visualise … 

What makes it effective? 
What do the onomatopoeic words tell you? 

Which bullet points are fact and which are opinion?  How do you know? 
How does the information in this paragraph try to influence your view of 

…? 
 

What does … mean?  Think of another more/less emotive word you can 
substitute here?  What different effect would your word have? 

 

What does …. tell you about how the speaker is feeling? 
 

 
 


