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Welcome

Aims of the session

• To understand how: phonics, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, reading and 
writing are taught in school

• To provide suggestions about how you 
can support your children to learn at 
home 



Phonics

Miss Eastwood



What is phonics?

Phonics is a method for teaching reading 
and spelling by the connection of letter 

patterns to the sounds within a word



Key phonic vocabulary/terms
• Phoneme – the sound
• Grapheme – letter or sequence of letters that 

represent the sound (phoneme)
• Digraph – two letters that represent a 

phoneme e.g ‘ch’ and ‘sh’
• Trigraph – three letters that represent a 

phoneme e.g ‘igh’
• Blending – merging individual sounds to read a 

word e.g s…a…t becomes ‘sat’
• Segmenting – splitting words into individual 

sounds to help spell the word e.g ‘dog’ 
becomes d…o…g



Articulation of phonemes

• It is important that phonemes are 
articulated cleanly, for example:

M is ‘mmm’ rather than ‘muh’
S is ‘sss’ rather than ‘suh’
(a slight ‘uh’ sound cannot be avoided for 
b, d, g, j, w) 
• Problems arise when segmenting words 

for writing if the child is not 
articulating the sounds cleanly. 



Articulation of phonemes

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqh
XUW_v-1s

• Some sounds have more than one way of 
pronouncing them depending on the word 
they are in e.g ‘ch’ in chop, school, chef.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Letters and Sounds Phases
Phase Phonic Knowledge and Skills

Phase One

(Nursery/Reception)

Activities are divided into seven aspects, including environmental 

sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme, 

alliteration, voice sounds and finally oral blending and segmenting.

Phase Two Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound for each. Blending 

sounds together to make words. Segmenting words into their separate 

sounds. Beginning to read simple captions.

Phase Three The remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound for each. 

Graphemes such as ch, oo, th representing the remaining phonemes 

not covered by single letters. Reading captions, sentences and 

questions. On completion of this phase, children will have learnt the 

"simple code", i.e. one grapheme for each phoneme in the English 

language.

Phase Four No new grapheme-phoneme correspondences are taught in this phase. 

Children learn to blend and segment longer words with adjacent 

consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump.

Phase Five Now we move on to the "complex code". Children learn more 

graphemes for the phonemes which they already know, plus different 

ways of pronouncing the graphemes they already know.

Phase Six Working on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, doubling and 

dropping letters etc.



Teaching phonics
At Rush Common School, we use a multi-sensory and 
active approach when teaching phonics. Example 
activities include:

• Collecting & matching games e.g silly soup, what’s in 
the box?

• Use of mnemonics e.g pictures and/or action to help 
remember sounds.

• Sorting words into real and ‘pseudo’ (made up) words 
e.g treasure and trash, Obb and Bob. 



The Year 1 Phonics Screening 
Check

• The phonics screening check is a short, simple 
assessment to make sure that all pupils have 
learned phonic decoding to an appropriate 
standard by the age of 6. All year 1 pupils must 
complete the check. 

• The phonics check will help teachers identify the 
children who need extra help so they can receive 
the support they need to improve their reading 
skills. The check comprises a list of 40 words and 
non-words which the child will read one-to-one 
with a teacher. 

(DFE 2015, www.gov.co.uk)



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

A mixture of decodeable real and pseudo words



Useful websites:

• www.lettersandsounds.com

Resources, games and information divided 
into phases

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk

A selection of fun, interactive games for 
different phases

http://www.lettersandsounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Being a reader
Comprehending texts

Mrs Browning



What is being a reader?

A krinklejup was parling a tristleban.  A barjam
stipped.  The barjam grupped ‘Minto’ to the 

krinklejup.  The krinklejup zisked zoelly.

• What was the Krinklejup doing?

• What stipped?

• What did the barjam grup?

• How did the krinklejup zisk? 



Is this reading?

• A Year 4 child (a fluent reader) 
answered, “Yes, because I could work 
out the answers.” Then he added, “But 
it’s not really reading because I just 
went from here,” indicating the 
questions, “to here,” indicating the text.  
“It didn’t go through my head.”

Gibbons, 1995: 70-1



Nurturing good readers

Comprehending the texts requires:

• active thought and engagement to make 
sense and create meaning

• the ability to self-monitor comprehension 
and resolve misunderstandings

• A rich vocabulary

• A good working memory

• Being able to adopt a critical viewpoint



Reading

Teaching of reading:
• Guided reading
• Shared reading
• ‘Letters and sounds’ - phonics

Consolidation of reading skills:
• Individual reading with an adult
• Independent individual or paired reading
• Written reading comprehensions
• Reading across the curriculum
• Reading at home



The teaching of reading-guided 
reading

• Once a week guided teaching. Other children 
complete a Literacy related activity.

• Children put in groups with others of a similar ability.
• The same book is read and is chosen at the 

appropriate ability level.  Includes a range of 
activities: written tasks, paired work, drama.

• Children are taught a range of reading strategies.
• Both decoding and comprehension are assessed. Poor 

comprehension can be disguised by good decoding.



Reading Skills

• In KS2 the children are introduced to a 
character called RIC.

• RIC stands for the key reading skills:
- Retrieve (Locating key words and 

phrases in the text)
- Interpret (Using inference and 

deduction skills)
- Choice (Commenting on the author’s 

choices made)



Why do you think the 

author chose not to 

give any specific 

information about 

Shakespeare and his 

life? 

Who were the 

monarchs during 

Shakespeare’s life?

Using this text, how 

do you know 

Shakespeare is still 

important? 

Remember to use 

quotes.



Assessing pupil progress in 
reading

• Teacher assesses against objectives in 
School Pupil Tracker Online

• Guided reading - verbal (“book talk”) and 
written evidence

• Reading Workshop activities

• Formal written comprehensions



End of KS1/KS2 Statutory tests 
2015 - Reading

• KS1 will be given teacher assessment levels 
– any tests taken will inform/moderate 
judgements made

• KS 2 will take a 1 hour test which includes 
reading time and a cover a range of 
question types.

• Includes all of the assessment foci
• Level 6- an additional test involving more 

complex texts.
• PEEL technique – Point, Evidence, Explain, 

Link



How can you support your child at 
home?

Reading for Pleasure

• Encourage your child to read daily and question 
them to check their understanding (please see 
handouts).

• Encourage them to record responses to their 
reading in their Reading Journals

• A range of text types- fiction, non-fiction (for 
example newspapers, recipes, reference books)

• Oxford Owl website

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Helpful websites if you would like 
more information/resources

• http://www.readingrockets.org/

• http://www.everyschool.co.uk/english.ht
ml

http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.everyschool.co.uk/english.html


Writing - composition

Miss Rowe



Writing
Teaching of writing:
• Talk for writing and shared writing
• Text based curriculum – books as a starting point
• Audience and purpose – real life writing opportunities
• Editing and improving
• Free writing – enjoyment of writing
• Video stimulus, use of i-Pads (create e-books, online 

dictionaries etc)

Consolidation of writing skills:
• Independent and paired writing opportunities
• Independent writing assessments
• Peer and self assessment 
• Writing across the curriculum
• Writing at home



Assessing Pupils Progress in Writing

• School Pupil Tracker Online – rigorous and 
frequent assessment against National Curriculum 
objectives - Teacher Judgement - no test 

• All text types are covered and revisited 
throughout Key Stages and Year groups

• Teachers collect evidence and assess composition 
writing across a range of text types in all 
subjects (Core and non-core)

• Moderation – share writing within our school but 
also with other schools to align judgements and 
ensure accuracy



Assessing Pupils Progress in Writing

• Technical terminology and definitions are 
taught and used by teachers and pupils 
alike

• Specific feedback in Green and Pink 
comments – children’s responses are 
expected (purple pens)

• Personalised writing targets – regularly 
updated, shared and explained to children 



How can you support your child at 
home?

Writing for Pleasure
• Reading a variety of text types will help (fiction 

and non- fiction)

• Encourage ‘Free Writing’ using a word or picture 
stimulus

• Write together: e.g. shopping lists, report about 
a family holiday, short adverts, letters to family 
members, diary entries, send an email,

• Growth mindset – ‘It’s OK to make mistakes’

• Let them see you writing, editing and improving



“SPaG” - Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar

Mrs Whiting 



The Foundations of SPaG-Letters 
and Sounds

• Children are taught how the sound is made-
phoneme.

• Children are taught how the sound is written –
graphemes.

• Phase 6 and beyond – investigations 

• Eg what effect does the prefix un- have on a 
word?

• Taught in ability groups



What does that look like?

Rhyming!

feet     . _ .

Please use “pure” sounds 



Using rhyme

feet     

● sleet

● wheat

● meat 

● heat 

● seat 

● treat

● complete 



Using rhyme

Phonetically plausible attempts at words 

heet

hait



Teaching Spelling – KS1

Children have a choice between ‘ee’, ‘ea’, or 
‘e_e’. 
Unfortunately, there are no rules to distinguish 

which one to use. Children will have to learn 

words through memorising, reading, using and 

by making mistakes. 

Progress in writing and spelling is accelerated 

when children feel confident to take risk.   



KS2 test

extinguishing approximately 

essential disappeared 

necessary successful 

disguised apprehensive 

environment 



KS2 Spelling

• What does the suffix –ing mean?

• What does the suffix –ed mean?

Past (-ed) Present (-ing) Future

jumped jumping jump

called calling call

skipped skipping skip

hopped hopping hop

thought thinking think



Exploring spelling – KS2

dis

un

mis

understand

expected

trust



How is spelling assessed?

• 3 times per week in class
• Spelling test weekly
• Spelling Bee

• In own work
• Common mistakes highlighted & corrected



Punctuation 

• Explicitly in lesson time
• Implicitly in all writing

By end KS1    .  A  ,  “ ”  !   ?
By end KS2   ;  :  (  )  …

Assessed in all children’s writing



KS1 punctuation

While they walked through the forest, Suzie 
and Jake were chatting happily.  Suddenly, a 
snake fell from a tree and landed in front of 
them.
“Ah!” Suzie screamed, “Is it poisonous?”



KS2 punctuation

“Curiouser and curiouser!” cried Alice (she 
was so much surprised, that for the 
moment she quite forgot how to speak 
good English); “now I’m opening out like 
the largest telescope there ever was!  
Good-bye, feet!” (for when she looked 
down at her feet, they seemed to be 
almost out of sight, they were getting so 
far off). “Oh, my poor, little feet; I 
wonder who will put on your…?”



Grammar

• Raised awareness because of end KS2 
SPaG test

• First section – will cover all aspects of 
SPaG.  

• Second section - spelling test. 



Grammatical terms

article synonym 
preposition adverb 
phrase adjective 
clause verb 
subordinate clause main clause 
connective/conjunction noun
prefix/suffix antonym 



How is it taught?

• Explicitly
• in grammar starters/lessons children 

taught terminology

• Corrected in children’s writing

• During guided reading sessions

• Implicitly
• Correcting children’s speech



How is grammar assessed?

• Technical terminology and definitions 
are taught and used by teachers and 
pupils alike

• Specific feedback in Green and Pink 
comments – children’s responses are 
expected (purple pens)

• Personalised grammar targets –
regularly updated, shared and explained 
to children 



How can you support your child at 
home with SPaG?

• Practice spellings – see handout

• Correct their spelling

• In writing, correct their grammar

• Model correct grammar and speech

• Correct their speech

• Grammarmonster website



Thank you!

• Any questions

• Feedback forms


