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The new National Curriculum was 
introduced in September 2014 and at 
the same time the DFE removed the 
use of levels in assessment, except 
for Year 2 and Year 6.  
 
These year groups will be assessed 
against the previous National 
Curriculum with levels,  until the 
summer of 2015.  
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Until this year all schools used 
levels to track attainment and 
progress starting at 1 and potentially 
reaching Level 6 by the end of 
primary school, with each level 
divided into 3 sections: c, b and a.  
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Why remove levels? 
Some people wrongly believe that levels 
were removed as teachers are no longer 
required to track pupils’ attainment and 
progress.  
 
This is not correct. 
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Why remove levels? 
DfE: “By removing levels we will allow 
teachers greater flexibility in the way that 
they plan and assess pupils’ learning.”  

   
"Levels have detracted from real feedback 
and schools have found it difficult to apply 
them consistently - the criteria are 
ambiguous and require teachers to decide 
how to weight a huge array of factors... It 
will be for schools to decide how they 
assess pupils' progress." 
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Why remove levels? 
•  They were too broad and not detailed 

enough. A child might move on to secondary 
school as a Level 4, but a child just managing 
to reach 4c is very different from a child who 
is working at 4a.  

•  Levels were not informative enough. 
Feedback to parents needs to be about the 
learning a child has accomplished, not a 
label. 

•  Levels encouraged teaching and learning to 
race higher and higher. They did not 
encourage or reward depth of learning. 
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Nick Gibb (Minister for Education) 

“What effective schools do is focus on the 
specifics of key areas of the curriculum and 
ensure deep, secure knowledge and 
understanding in these specifics.” 
 
“The new primary curriculum delivers fewer 
things in greater depth.” 
 
“The year by year structure of the revised 
primary curriculum makes clear what needs 
to be taught in each subject.” 
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Nick Gibb (Minister for Education) 

“Schools need to develop their own 
assessment which provide clear evidence of 
attainment and progression, focused on real 
things… the specifics of what they know 
and can do… We need more assessment 
but of a different kind.” 
 
“What teachers need to assess on a regular 
basis is students’ knowledge of individual 
concepts and ideas, and their capacity to 
use that knowledge.” 
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Assessment Expectations 

DFE: “Schools will be expected to have 
in place approaches to formative 
assessment that support pupil 
attainment and progression.” 
 
Each school is free to determine how to 
assess, but it must be benchmarked 
against the national curriculum. 

10 



School Pupil Tracker Online 

•  2014-2015 – We looked at a range of 
assessment tools and decided to 
purchase School Pupil Tracker Online 
(SPTO) 
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School Pupil Tracker Online 

•  SPTO takes the regular, small-step 
teacher assessments made in the 
classroom and automatically 
benchmark them against the National 
Curriculum using Golden Codes so you 
can see and judge attainment and 
progress. 
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For each subject, objectives are 
taken from the National Curriculum 
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National Curriculum Objectives  
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National Curriculum Objectives  
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•  Using the planning tool, the  teacher 
can see at a glance, the number of 
pupils who have achieved the 
objective and who needs more work 
on it.  

•  This allows the teacher to differentiate 
tasks within the classroom. 



Data will be qualitative and 
quantitative 
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Mastery 
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Short term overview for teachers 

19 



Golden Codes 

Year _ low, mid or high can be 
translated into tracking points to 
enable us to quantify attainment and 
progress. 
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2016 Statutory Assessments 

•  EYFS Baseline Test – From 
September 2016 primary schools 
will be required to conduct a 
baseline assessment  with all 
children on entry to school. 
Schools are encouraged to use an 
approved assessment from 
September 2015. 
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Proposed 2016 Assessment 

•  KS1: Pupils will be tested on 
English reading, English grammar, 
punctuation and spelling, and 
mathematics. 

•  Tests will be marked internally by 
class teachers. 

•  There is no Writing or Science test. 
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2016 Assessment 

•  KS2: Pupils will be tested on 
English reading, English grammar, 
punctuation and spelling, and 
mathematics. 

•  There will also be a key stage 2 
science sampling test every other 
year. 
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Next Steps 

•  Carry out moderation with other 
local schools 

•  Look for summative tests to 
confirm judgements 

•  Use SPTO for end of year reports 
•  Respond to changes in DFE 

guidance 
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Sharing Information 

As this is a year of transition it is not 
proposed at this stage to give 
parents direct access to SPTO. 
When data becomes more robust 
and guidance is more clear we will 
review our decision about access. 
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