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Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 25th May 2018 
 

 
Our School Value: Determination 

 
                               

“The man who can drive himself further once the effort gets painful is the man who will win.”  

                                                                                                                                                  Roger Bannister 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It’s been a very busy couple of weeks and I find it hard to believe that we are shortly about to start the final term 
of the academic year. I’m glad to say that the end of Key Stage assessment tests have been completed for 
another year by Years 2 and 6. I was very impressed with the resilience and determination shown by the 
children in both year groups.  
 
Year 6, in particular, have shown real maturity over this past year and we were all impressed by how they 
applied themselves to the tests and had such a positive attiude throughout. The Year 6  papers have now been 
despatched to be externally marked and we look forward to receving the results in July. It was lovely to see so 
many of our Year 6 pupils attend the Breakfast Club on SATs days, a chance to relax and chat whilst being 
served toast, croissants and juice by the Year 6 team. My thanks to everyone who helped organise this special 
treat for the children.  
 
You will see below that Rush Common Tennis Team A and B came in first and fourth positions in the Vale Mini 
Red Tennis finals last week; huge congratulations to all concerned. Team A have won a place in the Oxfordshire 
finals, date to be confirmed. A fantastic achievement! 
 
We are very fortunate to have such helpful and knowledgable parents in school.  I would especially like to thank 
Mr Webb and Abingdon School for giving Year 4 the opportunity to visit their woodwork centre in order  to 
create Bug Hotels. This was tremendous fun for Year 4 and they all completed very professional looking Bug 
Hotels, using proper equipment. You will see below that Mr and Mrs Webb have also helped Year 2 make 
chariots as part of their Romans topic. We are very lucky to have such great support. 
 
I hope you all have a peaceful and relaxing half term break and that the weather is kind to us. We will see you 
back at school on Tuesday 5th June at 8.30am. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

Jacquie Stevenson  

Headteacher  
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           School News             
 
 
 

Breakfast at Rush Common 
During KS2 SATs last week, Year 6 children had the opportunity to attend a special café for 
breakfast each day.  The Year 6 staff served cereal, juice, toast and croissants.  It was agreed by 
all that it was a great way to start the day. 
 

    

Science in Year 2  
Year 2 children created rockets in their Science lesson, then launched them on the school playground. They 
investigated why some rockets travelled further than others and the impact of the bottles they used. 
 

                  
 
                               
           
 
 
 
                                                   

Scooters in the playground 
In line with the school’s policy can we please ask that all children dismount 
from their scooters at the school gates and walk with them to the Scooter 
Store. At home time Scooters should be walked out of the school gates 
before beginning to ride them. 
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Mini Red Tennis 
Congratulations to team A who won the Vale Mini Red Tennis finals on Wednesday 16th May. 
They have qualified for the Oxfordshire finals in July. 
Well done to Team B who did well, coming a fantastic 4th place. 
 

                     
 

 

DT in Year 2 
Mr and Mrs Webb came into school recently to help children in Year 2 prepare for their topic of ‘The 
Romans’. They demonstrated how to  make either a two wheel chariot or a four wheel chariot using 
cardboard and ready made templates for the children to use. The children really enjoyed themselves 
and had lots of fun piecing together their chariots. We would like to say a huge thank you to them for 
giving up their time to come and help with this. 

                  

                  

REMINDER – PARKING AND OUR NEIGHBOURS 
We appreciate that parking is limited outside school 
but we would please ask parents once again to park 
considerately and respect our neighbours by not 
blocking driveways and turning round in the entrance 
outside of school. It has also been noticed that 
parents are parking at the end of school driveway. 
Please refrain from parking here as this blocks the 
view of traffic coming along Hendred Way for both 
drivers and pedestrians.  Thank you.  

 

DROP OFF AND PICK UP TIMES – 
PLAYING ON THE SCHOOL FIELD 
Can we remind parents and carers that 
children are NOT allowed to play on the 
Adventure Playground or the school field at 
pick up and drop off times.  Thank you for your 
co-operation in this matter. 
 

                      

 

 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Moonwalk – Mrs Brown 
On Saturday 12th May Mrs Brown from Year 1 took 
on the challenge to complete the Moonwalk with 
members of her family. United together to raise money 
and awareness for breast cancer, they walked through 
the night to complete either a 15 or 26 mile course 
around London, wearing decorated bras!  
Mrs Brown said, “It was a challenge, it was 
overwhelming, emotional, exhausting and painful, to 
name but a few feelings!” 
Well done Mrs Brown for this amazing achievement. 
We are all proud of you and your team.   
 
If you would like to donate in support of this cause, 
please follow the link to Mrs Brown’s page:  
http://wtwalk.org/moonwalklondon2018/joanne-6 
Any donations will be very gratefully received.  
Thank you for your support. 
 

                   

Foundation Stage Cake Sale 
We are pleased to tell you that work has 
started this week on transforming our 
Foundation Stage outside learning area. In 
order to raise  money to help us buy new 
resources for the area, once it is completed,  
we will be holding a cake sale on Wednesday 
13th June during morning break time. If your 
child would like to buy a cake, please ensure 
they bring money to school. The cakes will sell 
for between 20p-50p. 
 

 

Visit from Beegu 
Year 2 have been reading ‘Beegu’ by 
Alexis Deacon in their English lessons. 
Beegu has arrived on Earth – lost. 
Although she is a friendly little creature, 
but the BIG ones on Earth are not very 
friendly. The little ones are a different 
matter, so she came to Rush Common 
School to meet some of them. 
 

 

GDPR 
On the 25th May 2018, the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) will replace the Data Protection Act 
1998. 
The GDPR requires public authorities and businesses to 
identify the lawful basis for storing personal data, audit 
information we already hold. Over the past few weeks, we 
have updated our data protection policies and procedures. 
A link to the Privacy Statement is available on the front page 
of our school website. You can also find a copy of the Data 
Protection Policy under Information > Policies and 
Procedures on the website. 
You also have the right to access any personal data we hold 
regarding your children in order to challenge the accuracy of 
such data and to request rectification of any inaccurate data. 
If you wish to make a subject access request please click on 
the link on the front page of the school website. 
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Non Uniform day for Yeah Baby 10 
There will be a  free musical festival aimed at families taking place in Abingdon Market Square on 
Saturday 7th July 2018. Its aim is to raise money and awareness for the following local charities:  
Helen and Douglas House, Ronald McDonald House and The Amber Phillpott Trust. 
  
In total, Yeah Baby has raised over £50k since it began 9 years ago in Abingdon. This year, for its 
10th Anniversary they have set themselves a target of £10,0000 to raise for these vital local charities.  
  
In support of this event we have agreed, along with other Abingdon schools,  to hold a NON UNIFORM 
DAY on Friday 6th July to help raise funds towards the £10k target the event is hoping to raise. 
  
We would ask that children being a £1 donation into school on the day which will be collected and 
exchanged for a raffle ticket by one of the Yeah Baby team. These will be entered into the prize draw 
with the winners being announced at the Yeah Baby festival on the 7th July. 
  
At the festival as well as live music from lots of local bands, there will also be a BBQ, cake stall, face 
painting and lots of other stalls. The Yeah Baby founders are all Abingdon based and all went to 
school in Abingdon.  All the charities supported are very close to their hearts and any support you 
could give this year would be so very much appreciated. 
 

                                                        

School Dinners 
Please remember that school dinners now cost £2.10 per 
day. The total cost for Term 3b is £75.60.  
A reminder that money for school dinners will only be 
accepted on a Monday or the first day of term in an envelope 
clearly marked ‘School Dinner Money’, with your child’s 
name, class and days for which a school dinner is 
required.This should be handed to the class teacher.  
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Homework Champions 

 

 

Lily       1JB/KJ 

Saisha   1JB/KJ 

Danielle     1LA 

Ellie   1LA 

Jack  3EF 

Eliza  3EF 

Kate  3EF 

Chloe 3LR 

Jasper 3LR 

 

 

 

 

Hattie   4KW/LK 

Alfie       4KW/LK 

Charlotte   4CM 

Leythan 4CM 

Felix   5LR 

Sebastian  5EW 

Liam  5EW 

Phoebe 5EW 

 

 

  

 

 

                   
Achievements      

Fundraising 
Well done to Bali  and Corban  who ran their own cookie / pancake and lemonade sale last week. Bali 
designed leaflets and dropped them through doors explaining that she would like to raise money for 
Cancer Research UK.  Over the course of 4 hours working very hard and talking to lots of neighbours they 
raised over £50! Fantastic effort! 
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Dates for your diary 2018                                                 
 
End of Summer Term 3a Friday 25th May 3.00pm 
 
Inset Day (children not in school) Monday 4th June 
 
Start of Summer Term 3b Tuesday 5th June 
 
Year 1 Phonics Screening  Tuesday 12th – Thursday 14th June 
 
Summer Concert Thursday 21st June 6.00pm 
 
FS & KS1 Sports Day Friday 22nd June  
 
A Little Princess production (FORC) Monday 25th June 
 
Foundation Stage Forest School  
Assembly to Parents                                   Wednesday 27th June 9am 
 
FS & KS1 Sports Day Back Up Day Friday 29th June 
 
Call of The Wild Residential Year 6 Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July 
 
Non School Uniform Day                        Friday 6th July 
(in aid of ‘Yeah Baby 10’) 
 
Year 5 Forensic Science Day  Wednesday 11th July 
 
KS2 Sports Day                                    Friday 13th July  
 

*Move Up Day                                 Monday 16th July  
Parents to collect from new classes 
At end of day 
 
Year 6 Performance              Tuesday 17th July @ 2.00pm and Thursday 19th July                                      
                                                                      @ 6.00pm 
 
50th Birthday Party in School 
Open afternoon from 2.30pm  Friday 20th July 
                                                                       
End of Summer Term 3b                            Tuesday 24th July 1.30pm 
 
Inset Day (children not in school) Wednesday 25th July 

 
 
 
 
*Date change from a previous newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
Local Community News 

 
 

         

County Music Service 

 
County Music Service are also holding at Rock & Pop workshop during the May half term on 31 
May and 1 June. The workshop is open to students aged 8 to 18 and will allow them to experience 
many aspects of rock and pop music.  Sessions will include song writing, live sound, sound 
checking and band rehearsals.  Full details and booking for are available here: 
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/event/rock-and-pop-workshop-1 
 

Musical Machines ~ Holiday Music Workshops - Tuesday 29th May 
 

~ for children in Reception to Year 2 ~ 9.30am-12pm ~ £14 

Come and try out instrumental work, singing, composing, movement plus craft activities 

 

~ for children in Year 3 to Year 6 ~ 9.15am-3.15pm ~ £26 

Come and try out instrumental work, singing, composing, music technology, movement plus craft 

activities 

 

Both workshops are held at Abingdon Music Centre (in Larkmead School Music Building) and are 

designed to support the Primary Music Curriculum. 

 

Parents/Careers can pick up an application form from Rush Common School Office if interested. 

 

https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/event/rock-and-pop-workshop-1


  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                            
 
 

 


