Rush Common School Newsletter
Friday 15th December 2017

Our School Value: Understanding

“The noblest pleasure is the joy of understanding.”
Leonardo da Vinci

Dear Parents/Carers
It is very fitting that the value this month is Understanding, because we needed a lot of understanding and
patience earlier in the week when the school had to be closed because of the snow. This is always a
difficult decision for any Headteacher to make and I appreciate all of your positive comments on the way
we handled the situation. Please be assured that these decisions are not taken lightly and the safety of
the children and staff is paramount, which is why we went to such lengths on Tuesday to make sure we
could open safely. My thanks to the management at The Boundary House, who allowed parents and staff
to use their car park to give parents the option of walking along Hendred Way instead of driving. My thanks
also to our wonderful staff who came into school on Monday to help clear and grit the paths around school
and to all of you for being so patient.
The Christmas holiday is nearly here. I always find this a magical time, especially in a primary school, and
look forward to all the Christmas events. Thank you to everyone who came to the FORC Christmas
Bazaar. It was a lovely evening and a huge success, raising just over £3,400. A fantastic amount. My
thanks, as ever, to the dedicated members of FORC who do so much for us.
We have also been treated to excellent Nativity performances from Foundation Stage and KS1. The
children showed such confidence and determination and their performances were excellent. Our after
school drama group, Take A Bow, treated some of our older children to a stunning performance of Scrooge
and our Sing-a-long Carol Service was thoroughly enjoyed by children and adults alike, it’s wonderful
having an excuse to sing along to all the Christmas favourites. The Prayer Group left us a delicious array
of treats for us on Tuesday – our thanks to them for the care and kindness they show us, it is much
appreciated.
This has been a very eventful year in the life of Rush Common and I’d like to take this opportunity to let
you know how much we all appreciate your continued support and kind words. On behalf of all the staff
and myself, we would like to wish you and your families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Term 2 begins on Thursday 4th January 2018 and we look forward to seeing you all then.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,

Jacquie Stevenson
Headteacher
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Achievements

Gymnastics Competition
Congratulations and well done to Eva in
Year 1, Alexander and Olivia in Year 2 and
Alice and Emily in Year 4. They all took
part in their first Gymnastics competition
on Sunday 3rd December. All performed
extremely well and thoroughly enjoyed
their first competition.

Vale Boccia Competition 2017
Well done to our fantastic team of Alex and Leythan who
attended the Boccia competition on Thursday 30th
November at Wantage Leisure centre. In the first game they
competed against St Nicolas, winning 5-1. They then played
Kingfisher and won 4-1. The boys lost a tough game against
Appleton but ended on a high with a win over Caldecott 41. They came second in their group, just missing out on a
place in the semi-finals. A fantastic achievement. Both boys
showed excellent sportsmanship, perseverance and
determination throughout the competition. We are all very
proud of you both.

Football
As you may have seen in the previous newsletter
Archie, from Year 4, and his football team,
Harwell and Hendred Blacks, got through to the
finals of a local football tournament. Despite
a hard fought game, and a goal from Archie, the
team narrowly lost 2-1 to Headington. Well done
to both teams and a special well done to Archie!
Archie, along with his football team, was the
guard of honour at the Oxford United match
against Doncaster Rovers last weekend. They
were able to meet some of the players, Josh
Ashby, Agon Mehmeti and Gino Van Kessel and
had a brilliant time cheering Oxford on to win 10.

Year 4CM Cake, Book and Toy Sale
On 29th November 4CM held a sale to raise money for our sponsored child, Gabriel. All cakes, books
and toys were donated by the children, who ‘manned’ the stall on the playground during break and after
school. A grand total of £178.75 was raised. Well done, 4CM!

School News
Snow
Thank you to everyone for your co-operation and support this week when we had to close
the school on Monday due to the extreme weather conditions. We were only able to open
on Tuesday because of our dedicated local staff who came in to help make the site safe.
Our thanks to everyone who helped us on Monday, this is an example of how committed
our staff are and makes our school a wonderful place to be.

Chinese Willow Pattern Day
Year 3 were visited by Theatrix Arts Company who performed the story of The Willow Pattern. Paul used many
hand-made wooden puppets and beautiful scenery to retell the popular Chinese tale and the children were
enthralled by the calm but intriguing rendition. In the afternoon, Paul led workshops in the classrooms. The
children made Willow Pattern plates to show what they thought would happen next in the story.

Year 3 Assembly
Year 3 gave an excellent Chinese assembly to parents on Thursday 30th November, which
included a retelling of Yeh-Shen story (from memory), singing happy birthday in Chinese to
members of the audience and sharing some top quality work.

Year 6 Thanksgiving Celebrations

Year 6 celebrated Thanksgiving at the end of
November by taking part in a range of fun activities.
They made some colour-coded bracelets to tell the
story of Thanksgiving and wrote down what each
colour represented. They also made special cards
to thank someone in their family. Some children
included a personal message or a poem. They
created footprint turkeys by painting their feet
brown and stamping the print on paper. Once dry,
they coloured feathers into the prints, added eyes
and a beak. Everyone had an amazing time and
thoroughly enjoyed the Thanksgiving celebration.

Tea Towels
We still have some stock left of the class tea towels. If
you would like to purchase these please go to the school
office. They are £3 each or 2 for £5. Get yours while
stocks last!

School Dinners
Please remember that school dinners now
cost £2.10 per day. The total cost for Term
2a is £56.70.
A reminder that money for school dinners will
only be accepted on a Monday or the first
day of term in an envelope clearly marked
‘School Dinner Money’, with your child’s
name, class and days for which a school
dinner is required.This should be handed to
the class teacher.

Primary Admissions
Children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August
2014 (inclusive) will be starting Reception from September
2018. From 25 October 2017 applications can be
submitted for primary and infant schools. If you cannot
apply online, you can request a paper application form from
the School Admissions Team or the school office but you
will need to post the form off.

Job Opportunities
We currently have vacancies for a Site
Manager and Lunchtime Supervisors. If
you are interested in the positions please
see our website for more information or
contact the school office.
http://rushcommonschool.org/ourschool/recruitment-vacancies/

The deadline for receipt of primary school applications is
15 January 2018. If your application is late, it will be
processed later in the year, and you are far less likely to
get a place at one of your preferred schools.
Please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions to submit
your application online. If you apply online emails will be
sent confirming your offer place on 16 April 2018. Letters
will be sent by second class post on this day.

Homework Champions
Jessica
Andrew
Milly
Oliver
Aidan
Isabelle
Charlie
Olivia
Yiannis

1JB/KJ
1JB/KJ
1JB/KJ
1LA
2SA
2SA
2CG
2CG
3EF

Loukas
Emma
Lily
Holly
Lillien
Violet
Lauren
Rose

3LR
3LR
4KW/LK
4CM
5LR
5EW
6EP
6BD

Dates for your diary 2017 / 2018
Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 15th December

End of Autumn Term 1b

Tuesday 19th December 1.30pm

Spring Term 2a Starts

Thursday 4th January 2018

Big Bedtime Read

Wednesday 17th January 2018

Hooke Court Residential Year 4

Monday 26th – Wednesday 28th February 2018

End of Spring Term 2a

Friday 9th February 2018 3.00pm

