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Our School Value: Peace 
 

 

                                                  
‘Peace begins with a smile. ’’ 

                                                                                                   Mother Teresa 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful half term break, it was lovely to see the children arrive back to school on 
Monday, well rested and looking very smart in their winter uniform, complete with ties. There are a few 
children who are not wearing the correct uniform though, e.g. trainers and boots are being worn instead 
of school shoes as well as some very elaborate hair bows. Instead of speaking to the child in the first 
instance, which causes them unnecessary upset, we will be emailing parents outlining the changes in 
uniform required. We would appreciate your support with this matter. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the recent parents’ evenings before the end of last term. If you were 
unable to attend on the scheduled dates and would like to meet with your child’s teacher, please contact 
the office to arrange an appointment with them after school. 
 
You may have seen an article in the Oxford Times last week about parking and road safety. I did notice 
towards the end of last term an increase in the number of parents parking on the double yellow lines at 
the entrance to the school, including cars parked on the pavement on the school’s driveway, as well as 
multiple cars blocking the entrance to the school and a minority of people who have parked across our 
neighbour’s drives. This is during the school pick up and drop off times, as well as pick up for BASC. I am 
amazed that we haven’t had an accident outside as this is incredibly dangerous for other road users and 
pedestrians. By parking on the double yellow lines outside the school you pose a real visibility issue for 
children and families. I will be speaking to our Parent Representatives, School Parliament and Community 
Police Support Officers for advice in tackling this issue, but would ask you all to think about the actions 
you can take to ensure the safety of your family and other families when dropping off and collecting your 
children from school. 
 
Next week, in the run up to our Remembrance Service on Friday 10th November, Year 6 pupils will be 
selling various items to support The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. Items will range from 50p - £2.00. 
This was a huge success last year and we raised a total of £400. If your child would like one of these 
items, please send them to school with money to purchase them. They will be available every day from 
Monday 6th November – Friday 10th November.  

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

Jacquie Stevenson  

Headteacher  

 

http://16quotes.com/talk-to-people-the-way-you-want-to-be-talked-to/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE1vLE_5rXAhXSFsAKHQVSCB4QjRwIBw&url=http://foundationsforpeace.com/&psig=AOvVaw0-I0fb71zFhX4YSMJXv_Hv&ust=1509543875224697


  
    

 
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Dinners 
A reminder that money for school dinners will 
only be accepted on a Monday in an envelope 
clearly marked ‘School Dinner Money’, with your 
child’s name, class and days for which a school 
dinner is required.This should be handed to the 
class teacher. Please remember that school 
dinners now cost £2.10 per day.    
 

 
 

  

 

PE Kit 
Can we ask you to please ensure your child has their 
PE kit in school all week?  This includes the kit needed 
for both indoor and outdoor PE.  Thank you. 
 

 

New Parents Evening 
We will be holding a New Parents Information 
Evening on Tuesday 21st November at 6pm.  This 
will be an opportunity for parents of children looking 
at admission in September 2018, to have a look 
around the school and meet with the teaching staff 
and governors.  If you would be interested in 
attending or know any parents currently looking for 
an Abingdon school we would be grateful if you 
would pass on the details of this meeting.  Thank 
you. 

 

99 Club 
We have introduced the ‘99 Club’ at Rush Common to help children 
increase their fluency at recalling number bonds and times table 
facts. The idea is that with repeated practice, the scheme should 
result in increased speed and confidence when tackling maths 
problems. Children will begin in Year 1 at the 11 Club and work 
their way up, having an opportunity each week to answer all 
calculations at their current level unaided. If all of the calculations 
are answered correctly, the child can move up to the next level. 
The initial 11 Club has eleven problems which involve number 
bonds within 10.  The 22 Club then adds eleven further questions 
involving number bonds within 20, while the 33 Club begins to 
introduce times tables. Further times tables are added and the 
number of questions increased with each subsequent club. Division 
facts are added in later clubs. We hope this will be an enjoyable 
way of learning these important facts. 
 

Fund Raising 
A huge well done to Annabel B, 5LR, and her brother 
and father who took part in a charity carwash at the 
start of half term. Annabel said “We first had to wash 
the cars with sponges, then had to hose them down 
before drying them with towels.  The people in the cars 
could choose how much they paid us and we raised 
over £2000 in total!” 
 

 

Primary Admissions 

Children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014 
(inclusive) will be starting Reception from September 2018.  
From 25 October 2017 applications can be submitted for 
primary and infant schools. If you cannot apply online, you can 
request a paper application form from the School Admissions 
Team or the school office but you will need to post the form off.   

The deadline for receipt of primary school applications is 15 
January 2018. If your application is late, it will be processed 
later in the year, and you are far less likely to get a place at 
one of your preferred schools.  

Please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions to submit 

your application online. If you apply online emails will be sent 

confirming your offer place on 16 April 2018. Letters will be 
sent by second class post on this day.  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF3_eJ95_XAhWBVhQKHTb7C6MQjRwIBw&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2MWqt2gx1qgfavVMmoqMe5&ust=1509713464383658
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiO5ZvD95_XAhUMchQKHTypB9gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wednesburyoak.sandwell.sch.uk/information-for-parents-1/pe-kit-list&psig=AOvVaw2CTiUKypuFX9Ojb8CYR_Zf&ust=1509713564207037
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIpcWh-Z_XAhUBtBQKHbPNDAwQjRwIBw&url=http://kaposiadays.org/event/car-wash-fundraiser/&psig=AOvVaw3qEXIDLpTUPir2AzBWs9qV&ust=1509714015562726


  
    

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary 2017 / 2018                                                 
 
 
FORC Disco (Yrs 1-6) Thursday 9th November 
                                                                        Years 1 & 2      4 - 5.30pm 
                                                                        Years 3 & 4      5.45 - 7.15pm 
                                                                        Years 5 & 6      7.30 - 9pm 
 
Remembrance Day                                      Friday 10th November 
 
FORC Foundation Stage Party                   Thursday 16th November      4 - 5.15pm 
 
Non-Uniform Day - Children in Need Friday 17th November 
 
New Parents (Sept 2018) Evening Tuesday 21st November 6 – 7pm 
 
Beep Beep! Day KS1                                   Wednesday 22nd November 
 
Non-Uniform Day for FORC Friday 24th November  
 
Christmas Bazaar Friday 1st December 5 - 7pm 
 
KS1 Nativity                                                  Tuesday 12th, Wednesday 13th December 2-3pm, 

and Thursday 14th December 6 - 7pm 
 
End of Autumn Term 1b                             Tuesday 19th December 1.30pm 
 
Spring Term 2a Starts                                  Thursday 4th January 2018 
 
Hooke Court Residential Year 4 Monday 26th –  Wednesday 28th February 2018 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Job Opportunities 
We currently have vacancies for a Site Manager 
and Lunchtime Supervisors.  If you are 
interested in the positions please see our 
website for more information or contact the 
school office. 
http://rushcommonschool.org/our-
school/recruitment-vacancies/ 

  

http://rushcommonschool.org/our-school/recruitment-vacancies/
http://rushcommonschool.org/our-school/recruitment-vacancies/


  
    

 
 

 
Local Community News 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2nd Abingdon Scout Group Firework 
Display 

 
This year’s display is taking place on Saturday 4th 
November at Long Furlong Community Centre.  You 
can now purchase tickets from the school office for 
this event. Single Ticket is £4 and a Family Ticket (2 
adults and 3 children 3-16yrs) is £13   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

#SevenHeaven Challenge 
 

Dan Church and Andy Greening are running 
over 225 miles in seven successive days to 
raise money for Leah’s Wish.  Please help 
them reach their £2,000 target by donating at: 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sevenhe
aven 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 OLA Open Morning 

Rush Common Open Evening 

http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sevenheaven
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sevenheaven


  
    

 
 

 
 
 

 

Girls Football 


